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School-aged children
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CATHOLIC 
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School Enrolments  

Domestic Boarding 
Students

Domestic Day 
Students

Overseas Students

Distance Education 
Students

Home-schoolers

Others i.e. other study 
pathways in senior school 

years, employment etc

Each component can be impacted 
differently by economic and social changes.
Such changes can also impact on schooling 
sectors differently
And these can effect areas differently.



School Enrolments –
based on where students 
attend schools

Year Prep Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6
2015 67 057 66 121 66 310 65 511 64 019 61 893 60 544
2016 65 782 67 369 66 443 66 750 65 975 64 426 62 230
2017 64 968 66 164 67 810 67 048 67 433 66 724 65 138
2018 65 951 65 795 66 749 68 605 67 834 68 275 67 446
2019 66 105 66 699 66 598 67 611 69 525 68 609 69 130
2020 65 913 66 990 67 516 67 380 68 409 70 360 69 521

Year Y7 Y8 Y9 Y10 Y11 Y12 Ungr. TOTAL
2015 58 216 41 839 59 776 62 040 59 972 54 661 70 788 085
2016 60 996 58 731 42 278 60 481 61 293 54 970 67 797 858
2017 62 835 61 889 58 934 43 430 59 938 56 555 66 808 999
2018 65 899 63 577 62 055 59 623 43 346 55 130 95 820 474
2019 68 249 66 470 63 767 62 763 57 612 40 005 98 833 325
2020 70 010 69 039 66 816 64 434 60 625 51 699 104 858 908

Full-Time Enrolments, February School Census



Prep Change, 2015-20

Prep reduced by 
approx. 1,150 
State-wide



Migration & Progression 
Prep MIGRATION Patterns

No.
% 
Growth P-Y1 Y1-2 Y2-3 Y3-4 Y4-5 Y5-6 Y 6-7 Y7-8 Y8-9 Y9-10

Y1-10 
Gain

2015-16 - 1 275 -1.9% 312 322 440 464 407 337 452 515 439 705 4 393

2016-17 - 814 -1.2% 382 441 605 683 749 712 605 893 203 1 152 6 425

2017-18 983 1.5% 827 585 795 786 842 722 761 742 166 689 6 915

2018-19 154 0.2% 748 803 862 920 775 855 803 571 190 708 7 235

2019-20 - 192 -0.3% 885 817 782 798 835 912 880 790 346 667 7 712

Year 10-11 Year 11-12

2015-16 98.8% 91.7%

2016-17 99.1% 92.3%

2017-18 99.8% 92.0%

2018-19 96.6% 92.3%

2019-20 96.6% 89.7%

65 913 67 380 70 010
64 434
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Migration, Primary 2019-20



Overseas Students

Provider Type 2017 2018 2019 2020

Government 2,126 2,365 2,339 2,308

Non Government 2,067 2,153 2,112 1,972

Total 4,193 4,518 4,451 4,280

State 
Schools

54%

Indepen
dent 

Schools
39%

Catholic 
Schools

7%

2020 Share

Qld Schools May YTD Enrolments -Source: 
Commonwealth Provider Registration and 
International Student Management System 
(PRISMS) database



Boarding Students
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Distance Education Students
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Registered Home-Schoolers
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Queensland Home Education active registrations by gender, age and postcode 
(August 2015–19). Queensland Dept. of Education

Home Schoolers: 17.8% average annual growth 2015-19 (5.5% growth 2018-19)
Full-Time School Enrolments: 1.5% average annual growth 2015-19 (1.7% growth 2018-19)
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Covid-19

INDEP CATHOLIC STATE TOTAL
Indep 
Mkt

Catholic 
Mkt

State 
Mkt

2006 89,678 113,148 456,739 659,565 13.6% 17.2% 69.2%
2007 97,562 121,629 480,829 700,020 13.9% 17.4% 68.7%
2008 102,103 124,710 481,800 708,613 14.4% 17.6% 68.0%
2009 105,318 128,251 486,803 720,372 14.6% 17.8% 67.6%
2010 107,532 131,800 488,063 727,395 14.8% 18.1% 67.1%
2011 109,296 135,039 491,780 736,114 14.8% 18.3% 66.8%

Global Financial Crisis - 2008
Mid 2007 to peak in September 2008

Early 1990s Recession
Started September qtr of 1990 and lasted to September qtr 1991

INDEP CATHOLIC STATE TOTAL
Indep 
Mkt

Catholic 
Mkt

State 
Mkt

1989 38,709 87,709 387,438 513,856 7.5% 17.1% 75.4%
1990 41,655 88,402 391,249 521,306 8.0% 17.0% 75.1%
1991 44,258 88,533 398,025 530,816 8.3% 16.7% 75.0%
1992 47,022 88,815 401,122 536,959 8.8% 16.5% 74.7%
1993 49,635 89,833 404,263 543,731 9.1% 16.5% 74.3%

ABS, Schools



Change February to August Census –
Indication of initial Covid-19 Impact

Prep Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 #Total
2015 217 97 44 43 40 -67 80 59 *178 -156 -216 -1,778 -2,361 -3,861
2016 232 72 114 128 113 132 14 128 5 *149 -195 -1,625 -2,254 -3,043
2017 374 147 216 126 233 90 128 128 -163 16 *93 -1,561 -2,301 -2,444
2018 570 229 190 219 86 166 137 74 -41 -105 -227 *-1,007 -2,204 -1,911
2019 674 352 265 350 242 282 242 340 172 91 -81 -1,944 *-1,652 -616

Full-Time Enrolments: Feb and August Census comparisons
• # - Includes ungraded which are not displayed
• * - 2007 cohort

2019 Prep Y1 Y2 Y3 Y 4 Y 5 Y 6 Y7 Y 8 Y 9 Y10 Y 11 Y 12 #Total
Catholic 29 90 58 93 84 84 63 23 52 -32 -83 -151 -61 249
Independent 24 5 -5 83 64 78 74 136 141 129 322 -43 -159 900
Government 621 257 212 174 94 120 105 181 -21 -6 -320 -1,750 -1,432 -1,765


