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Strategic planning considerations for schools

• State Planning Policy – liveable communities

• Queensland School Site Selection Guide – aligns with information 

required under a MID (outlined in MGR):

– site details & constraints

– planning scheme 

– services 

– access, parking

– State interests – ecology, flooding, water quality

• Walkability tool
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Development pathways for schools

• Three planning assessment pathways for schools

– Development approval from local government – assessment 

against planning scheme

– Approval by Economic Development Queensland (EDQ) –

assessment against development scheme for the Priority 

Development Area

– Ministerial Infrastructure Designation – proposal assessed by 

Queensland Treasury and decided by the Planning Minister 

(Treasurer)
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What are MIDs?

• Ministerial planning approval process

• 24 ‘types’ of infrastructure

• Development becomes ‘accepted development’

• Approvals under other acts still required

Inner City South State Secondary College West End State School
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MID statistics

• 158 MIDs made or amended under the Planning Act 2016 including 

106 schools

• Of the 106 school MIDs, 79 were for state school projects and 27 for 

private schools

• Of the 79 state school projects, 7 were for new schools and 72 for 

upgrades and extensions to existing schools



66

MID Process
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Typical assessment inputs

• Key stakeholders for assessment process include:

– TMR – Safe Schools

– Council

– Other State agencies as required

• Key assessment matters include:

– Interface and amenity impacts

– Traffic and transport

– Stormwater

– Site specific e.g. ecology, flooding and bushfire
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Case Study – Palmview Schools
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Case Study – Palmview Schools

• New Primary, Secondary and Special schools

• Multiple one to three storey buildings
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Case Study – Warrigal Road State School
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Case Study – Warrigal Road State School

• New two storey General learning area (GLA) building


