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Developing the criteria
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Victorian Government School Site Selection Criteria

— Guidance and Toolbox

 Guidance

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/land-acquisition/guidance

e Toolbox

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/land-acquisition/resources

Policy and Advisory Library

Find operational policies and guidance for schools from the
Department of Education and Training

Search all

Topics A-Z

Want to know more about...
PAL Help 2

About PAL »

Recently updated PAL topics 3

School Policy Templates Portal 3

Human resources (HR)

Human resources information and services.
for Is, managers and v

staff including employment conditions,
and

respectful workploces (previously on
HiWeb)

Human resources policies A-Z &g

and pr

information on all finance and
procurement requirements for schools.
including the Finance Manual, the Student
Hesource Package, procurement, budget
and accounting reguirements

Finance and procurement policies A-Z &

Student health, safety,
wellbeing and engagement

Policies and guidonce to support student
health and wellbeing including child safety,
specific health conditions, students with
disabilities. duty of core, students ot risk.
ond bullying

Student health, safety, wellbeing and
engagement A-Z &

Infrastructure and facilities

Information to support planning. bullding
and management of school infrastructure
and focilites ncluding Victorian Schoaol
Building Authority policy, quidelines and
resources

Infrastructure and focilities A-7 @




Education
and Tralning

Toolbox

Hierarchy of
Reqgquirements
ond Departures

Hierarch
Reaquiremen
and Departures

General
Principle

blished Area
Requirement

B Avold competition/
negative impact
on enrolments ot
existing schools
or other planned
schools

Distance froam
other existing
and planned
government
schools

Future school catchmont
boundaries (based on halfway
point between schools) should
ensure a balanced distribution
of local enrolmants.

3 Ensuresurrounding  Location Lond uses surrounding school
sites should be limited to

residentiol development,

1o industrial areas, and other
existing land uses where the
praximity of aschool could

Common boundories of
school skes with residential
uses should be avoided
whenever possible to avold
adverse amenity impacts on
residential oreas.

New government primary
schools must have o
kindergarten co-located with
the school

Where a speciolist schodl is
pmpomitﬂwuldwherawr
possible be colocated/
odjacent to an ax sting or

sed government school,
mvhlm secondary school.

Type of geographic setting and associcted requirements,
hierarchy of requirement s ond departures:

can be minimised.

School sites should be
centrally located to align
with where student demand
is located and a suitable
geographic distribution with
existing and other future
school sites. Any implications.
to the existing school zones
should also assessed by the
department.

New school sites should
oddress access gaps between
existing and plonned schools

Land uses surrounding school
sites should be limited to
residential development,
open spoce and community
faciltie s Locations proximato
to industrial areas, ond other
existing lond use s where the
proximity of a school could
be problematic (for example,
adult services, licenced
premises, service stations)
should be avoided

Common boundories of
school sites with residential
uses should be owided
whenever possible to avold
adverse amenity impacts on
residential areas.

Mew government primary
schools must have o
kindergarten co-located with
the school.

Wherea specialist school is
9rnposed, it should wherever
possible beco-located /
udjmmt toan existing or
mosod government school,

Pessible. Can be
varied depending
on the land
availability within
the established
area.

Possible. Can bo
varied provided
that any negotive
externalities from
the alternative
land use (for
example, parking
and troffic froma
town centre) can
be minimised.

bly a secondary school

. Greerfigld areas

School sites should be
centrolly located to align
with where student demand
is located and a suitable
geographic distribution with
existing and other future
school sites. Any Implications
to the existing school zones
should also assessed by the
department

New school sites should
oddress occess gops between
existing and planned schools.

Land uses surrounding school
sites should belimited to
reside ntial development,
open space and community
focilities. Locations proximate
to industrial areas, and other
existing land uses where the
proximity of a school could

be problematic (for example;
adult services, licenced
premises, service stotions)
should be ovoided.

Inthe cose of vertical school
design (high rize development)
co-location inthe same
building with other uses must
be limited to com munity
facilities, indoor sports and
recragation focilities

New government primary
schools must hovea
kindergarten co-lacated with
the school

‘Where a specialist school is
proposed, it should wherever
possible be co-located /
adjocent to on existing or
proposed government school
wafamblrn secondary school.

@ =wbishedoreos

Likely. Can be varied
depending on theland
availability, and inthe
case of vertical schools
or capital projects
with extreme land
restrictions.

Likely. Can be varied
provided thot any
negative externalities
from the alternative
land use (for example,
parking and troffic from
o town centre) con be
minimised.

Unlikely. In the case of
wvertical school design
(high rise developmant)
co-location in the same
building with other uses
can only bevaried if any
negative externalities
from the alternative
co-location use (for
example, community
health services access)
can be minimised.

. High density oreas




Intended audience

Direct users

* Victorian Planning Authority
» Municipal Councils

* Developers

* Etc.

Indirect users

» School communities

« Broader communities

» School planners in other jurisdictions
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-~ and developers together to discuss the merits of a site (identified in a PSP or not) and
work together on what makes it fit for purpose or not’, and therefore how stakeholders
can work together on some precinct master planning issues, with expectations of %’7

school delivery timeframes aside.”
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Not everything happens at the site selection stage

- Future Urban Structure

Pakenham East Precinct Structure Plan

[ precinct boundary
T3 urban growth boundary
[I] weikable catchment boundary
Il 'ocal town centre

E== svalilocal enterprise precinct

Key site features that the department can (and does)  “#
influence at site selection include:

36 local convenience centre
1 eroposed govemment school
771 potential non-govemment school
BN indoor recreation

I crecited open space
conservation area

5 utities sasement - electricity
S utities easement — gas

* site size

site shape and orientation

co-location with open space and community facilities

surrounding road network o s
B watercourse i
[ exdsting arterial road reserve (Princes Huy) |

potential hazards
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PAKEMHAM EAST PRECINCT STRUCTURE PLAN - July 2020



General Principles

Avoid competition / negative impact on
enrolments at existing schools or other planned
schools

Ensure surrounding land uses are complementary
to a school site

Encourage walking to and from school, ensure
safe and convenient access by walking and
cycling and allow for increased connectivity and
accessibility

Ensure that the surrounding street network is
able to cope with traffic volumes likely to be
generated by the school

Encourage use of public transport for journeys to
and from the school

Minimise the impact of busy roads on school
sites and improve the amenity and safety of
schools

Maximise passive heating, solar exposure and
natural light infiltration for school buildings

8.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

A site large enough to fit the necessary
permanent and relocatable buildings, sport
facilities and dispersal spaces

A site with sufficient dimensions to fit the
necessary buildings and sport facilities

Facilitate efficient layout of buildings and outdoor
facilities

Facilitate safety and efficiency of traffic and
pedestrian movement, especially at pick-up and
drop-off times

Allow student drop-off zones and on-street
parking areas

Enable opportunities for integrated facilities at
delivery stage

Ensure students have access to community sports
fields within close proximity to the school

Ensure students have access to buses within close
proximity to the school

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Ensure that the public infrastructure required to
ensure the site is accessible and suitable for the
department’s proposed use will be delivered

Reduce complications associated with site
acquisition
Minimise any potential risk to students from

electromagnetic fields (EMFs)

Minimise any potential risk from high pressure gas
pipelines

Avoid other potential hazards

Ensure students can evacuate from schools
quickly and safely

Ensure that utility services are available to the
new school site

Avoid significant impacts on cost of construction

10
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Schools operate (successfully) in different geographic settings

Ramlegh Park Primary School, Clyde North — opened 2021 Docklands Primary School, Dockland — opened 2021

Same general principles apply to site selection, but different opportunities and challenges.
12



Different geographic settings

- Greenfield areas
_wa Melbourne’s growth municipalities areas of Cardinia,
5' Casey, Hume, Melton, Wyndham, Whittlesea and
growth areas of Mitchell, and greenfield development

San Remo (5

Primary | T in Victoria’s regional areas
ool )
- - Established areas
o mm— Areas in Melbourne and regional centres that have
College - new junior been urbanised for at least several decades or have
campus in San Remo
(opening in 2022) been fully developed

-High Density areas
Wonthaggi Secondary College Areas with significantly higher density residential

' ATV ST ST T S e I‘ development compared to other parts of Melbourne
and Victoria

13



Hierarchy of requirements and departures

o

Critical for ensuring a safe school environment and facilitating
Must effective building design and operation, and/or is required under
other department or Government policy.

Should The recommended method for achieving the general principle.

* Yes.

* Possible.

* Unlikely.

* No. 14
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Example of how requwements and departures are handled

s ransyot Established Areq | Hierarchy of

Requirements Re u;rF-ment 5 Requirements
and Departures wliea kil and Departures

L2 Allow student Street design At least two streets abutting No, except where a detailed At least two streets  Possible, particularly wherea  School entry or pedestrion  Student drop-off zones

drop-off zones new school sites must have travel management plan abutting new detailed travel monagement access points should be and on-street parking
and on-street sufficient widths to allow for has been developed and school sites should  plan hos been developed and  provided from street level  will not generaolly be
parking areas student drop-off zones and the department and local have sufficient the department and local from all school sides. provided for schools in
on-street indented parking council are satisfied that widths to provide council are satisfied that high density areas.
in addition to other street student drop-off zones and student drop-off student drop-off zones and Vehicle access (ie.
functions. on-street parking are not zones and on- on-street parking are not vehicle access for the
required. street parking in required. purpose of student pick-
addition to other ups and drop-offs) to the
street functions. school is discouraged.

CRAIGIEBURN 1




Review process

Regular reviews will be informed by
the experiences, observations and
learnings of departmental staff and
periodic consultation with external
stakeholders.
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QUESTIONS AND DISCUSSION




For further information:

Sarah Nash, Principal Planner
Infrastructure and Planning Branch
School Provision and Establishment Division

Department of Education and Training

Education
and Training

THE
EDUCATIO ORIA
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