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Elements which need to be in place 
for effective school planning

• Population and development assumptions

• Strategic school network planning

• School site selection and design specifications

• Statutory land use and infrastructure plans

• Development approval frameworks (to enable or preserve)

• Transaction frameworks



Examples of previous planning practice

Caboolture West Local Area Plan 2016

• State Primary School 

• Catchments identified

• Location uncertain

• State Secondary School 

• Location indicative

• Land size stated

• Land requirement not well defined   

✓Population and development assumptions

✓Strategic school network planning

✓School site selection and design specifications

 Statutory land use and infrastructure plans – lack certainty

 Development approval frameworks – lack certainty



Examples of previous planning practice

Caboolture West Local Area Plan 2016 – Neighbourhood Development Plan No.1

• State Primary School

• Location indicative

• Land size stated

• Land requirement not well defined   

✓Population and development assumptions

✓Strategic school network planning

✓School site selection and design specifications

 Statutory land use and infrastructure plans – lack certainty

 Development approval frameworks – lack certainty



Caboolture West 
Priority Growth Area 
• Growth Areas Team pilot project 

• Opportunity for a new approach

• Comprehensive land use & infrastructure planning to lead development

• Front load state interests

• Transparency and certainty of required infrastructure

• Structure plans with ‘enhanced’ power and certainty

• Streamlined DA referrals

• Clarity of infrastructure delivery roles



Caboolture West – Planned for growth
3,480 hectares - largest growth front in Moreton Bay

Moreton Bay Regional Council Planning Scheme 2016

▪ Caboolture West Local Area Plan 

South East Queensland Regional Plan 2017

▪ Major Expansion Area

▪ Implementation action  

Long term growth over 40 years 

Will be the subject of integrated land use and 

infrastructure planning led by Growth Areas Team



Caboolture West – Planned for growth

Bellmere Road

Caboolture River  Road

Old North Road

D’Aguilar Hwy



Draft Caboolture West Interim Structure Plan 



▪ A statutory plan to guide the assessment of development applications

▪ Establishes the Investigation Area and Growth Area

▪ Establishes the Growth Area structure plan and assessment benchmarks

▪ Will be replaced in 18 months with a Final Structure Plan

Draft Caboolture West Interim Structure Plan (CWSIP)

▪ Statutory power which brings the CWISP into effect

▪ Establishes the Draft CWISP as the assessment benchmark

▪ Prohibits certain uses and development

Planning Amendment Regulation 2022



CWSIP - Growth Area and Investigation Area

Investigation Area 

▪ Urban development is not contemplated until 

further land use and infrastructure planning is 

completed

▪ Existing uses not impacted

Growth Area

▪ New development is planned to progress

▪ Accompanied by a structure plan map and 

assessment benchmarks.



Draft CWISP – Growth Area plan 



Draft CWISP – schools planning

The Regulation that gives effect to the CWISP prohibits development, 
except for schools, on these sites



Approach to planning
• Strategic network planning:

• updated population and development 
assumptions

• equidistant catchments 

• student enrolments apported between state and 
non-government schools

• School site selection

• DoE guidelines

• walkable neighbourhood design

• transport network integration

• adjacent to neighbourhood hubs, local centres or 
community facilities

• perimeter co-ordinates – certainty



Implementation

• Prelodgement engagement with 

DoE and GAT

• Development approvals to preserve 

school sites

• Transaction agreements between 

landholders and DoE




