
 
 

RTI Access Application 
340/5/3591 

 
 
 
 

File C – Office of the 
Director - General 

 
 
 
 

DETE 



Briefing Note 
Director-General 
Department of Education, Training and Employment 

Action required: For Noting 

Action required by: N/A 

I Department File Ref: 

Routine- Information requested by Office of the Director-General 

SUBJECT: PROFESSOR BEN LEVIN 

Summary of key objectives 

Page 1 of 3 
131232557 I 

• Professor Ben Levin has been engaged by the Department of Education, Training and 
Employment on various occasions since 2011. 

• On Monday 8 July 2013 Department of Education, Training and Employment (DETE) staff 
became aware that Police in Toronto, Canada charged Professor Levin with child 
pornography offences. 

Key issues 

1. In 2011 Professor Levin was engaged by the Department to make a presentation entitled: 
World's best practices in education - how to make the most of the new reforms to share the 
results of his research at the inaugural state school principals' conference. 

2. While in Queensland, Professor Levin was also engaged to undertake an audit of Education 
Queensland (EQ) to further assist with the Department's school improvement agenda. 

3. Professor Levin conducted an audit against the characteristics of effective education 
systems - providing a picture of how EQ compared against these characteristics, and 
providing key recommendations based on international best practice. 

4. Senior officers, principals and stakeholders were interviewed by Professor Levin over three 
days (2 - 4 March 2011) to give a balanced view from all key sectors. 

5. An interview schedule is provided as Attachment 1. All interviews were conducted either 
face to face or via video conference from Central Office. Professor Levin did not attend any 
school site or engage with school children during the audit. 

6. This work resulted in a report provided to the Department titled "Education Queensland 
system review", which is published on the Department's website. 

7. Professor Levin was also engaged to present two keynote presentations at the 
2013 Principal's Conference- Keeping the focus: How do principals organise their work so 
that they have the time to do the things that really matter? and Building and leading great 
schools. 

8. Ongoing discussions have been occurring with Professor Levin throughout 2012 and 2013 
with the goal of ensuring that Education Queensland's key policy directions remain aligned 
with international best practice on school improvement. This included providing advice on a 
range of key initiatives including feedback on the Strengthening Discipline Audit Instrument. 
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9. The Department believes that other Australian agencies and departments who have worked 
with Professor Levin include: 

a. Australian College of Educators; 

b. University of Melbourne; 

c. University of Sydney; 

d. University of Western Sydney; 

e. Australian Education Union; 

f. West Australian Principals Association; 

g. Australian Institute for Teaching and School Leadership; 

h. Victoria Institute for Education, Diversity and Lifelong Learning; and 

i. Western Australia Education Department. 

Implications 

10. For the service provided by Professor Levin in 2011 to undertake an audit of Education 
Queensland and present at the 2011 Principals Conference, a fee of was paid by 
the Department. 

11. Professor Levin was paid a presenters fee o for the 2013 Principals Conference. 
Additionally $1,094 was paid for his accommodation and $176.36 for a driver (from cost 
centre . 

12. In the Monday 8 July 2013 edition, an article was published in the Toronto Sun outlining 
charges against Professor Ben Levin relating to child pornography offences. 

Background 

13. Professor Levin is Canada Research Chair in Education Leadership and Policy at the 
Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, University of Toronto. 

14. He has previously served as Deputy Minister (chief civil servant) for Education for the 
Province of Ontario and Deputy Minister of Advanced Education and Deputy Minister of 
Education, Training and Youth for the Province of Manitoba, Canada. 

15. In 2011, the Department engaged Professor Levin and Professor Michael Fullan (Professor 
Emeritus of the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education of the University of Toronto) to 
undertake a Systems Review of the state schooling system in Queensland. 

16. Based on their work with education systems across the world, of what high performing 
education systems look like and effective ways of driving systems reform, they: 

• undertook a review of key directions being taken by Education Queensland; 

• provided workshops and conferences with educational leaders to explore key aspects of 
instructional leadership and the effective use of data to inform practice; and 

• provided strategic feedback on United in our pursuit of excellence. 

Right to information 

17. I am of the view that the contents or attachments contained in this brief are not suitable for 
publication. 
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Recommendation 

That the Director-General 

note the information on Professor Ben Levin's engagement by the Department of Education, 
Training and Employment. 

NOTED/AP~D/NOTAPPROVED 

DR JIM WATTERSTON 
Director-General 
Department of Education, Training and Employment 

lb ll I j:) 
D Copy to Minister 

Director-General's comments 

Action Officer Endorsed by: Endorsed by: Endorsed by: 
Fiona Boult SGO ADG DOG 
Principal Caroline Beswick Sharyn Donald Patrea Walton 
Advisor 
State Schooling State Schooling State Schooling Education 
Implementation Operations and Implementation Queensland 

Strategy 
Tel: 340 67487 Tel: 323 70752 Tel: 323 70121 Tel: 323 70618 

Mob: Mob: 
Date: 10/07/2013 Date: 10/0712013 Date: 10/0712013 
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Interviews with Professor Ben Levin & Queensland Department of Education staff and stakeholders 
2-4 March 2011 

11:00- 12:00 Director-General ODG, Flr22 
Julie Grantham - Director-General, Department of 

Education and Training 

Yvana Jones- Assistant Director-General, Teaching & Learning 
(This time previously booked for Cameron Dick - Minister for 

12:00- 1:00 Yvana Jones Fir 19 Conference room Education. Ministers office advised approx. 4:00pm 1/3/11 of 
ministers inability to attend, possible reschedule to Friday 2pm-

3 

1:30- 2:30 
lan Mackie Fir 19 lan Mackie - Assistant Director-General, Indigenous Education & 

Conference room Training Futures 

3:30-4:30 
This time previously booked for Patrea Walton, AI Deputy 

Director-General Education Queensland. 
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Thursd 3 March 

6 
8:00-9:00 

7 9:15-10:15 

8 10:30- 11:30 

10 2:00-3:00 

11 3:30-4:30 

Who 

Karen Howes 
David Curran 
Ken Collier 

Patrea Walton 

Bronwen Griffiths 
Annette Whitehead 

Principals 
Associations 

Venue 

Fir 19 
Conference room 

ODDG EQ, Fir 22 

Flr22 
DG's Boardroom 

Fir 19 
Conference room 

Notes 
Assistant Regional Directors (School Performance) 

Karen Howes* - Metropolitan Region 
David Curran*- MetropolitanRegion 

Ken Collier* - North Coast Region 
*Car rks booked for all 3 ARDs 

A/Deputy Director-General, Education Queensland 

Degartment of Premier and Cabinet 
Bronwen Griffiths- A/Associate Director-General, Policy 
Annette Whitehead- Executive Director, Social Policy 

Queensland Association of State School Principals (QASSP): Hilary 
Backus, President & Jane Sedgeman (Principal) 

Queensland Secondary Principals Association (QSPA): Norm Fuller*, 
President & Ross Smith (Principal) 

Association of Special Education Administrators in Queensland 
(ASEQ) Ches Hargreaves*, President & Michael Brett* (Principal) 

Queensland State P-10/12 School Administrators' Association (QSP 
1 0/12 SAA): Shaun Kanowski, President 
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Mark Campling -Assistant Director-General, School 

Mark Campling 
Performance 

Fir 19 Margaret Pethiyagoda - Executive Director, School 13 10:30- 11:30 Marg Pethiyagoda 
Conference room Operations 

Jeff Hunt 
Jeff Hunt - Assistant Director-General, Corporate Strategy 

& Performance 

14 11:30- 12:00 Graham Atkins ODDG, Flr22 Graham Atkins - A/DDG Infrastructure Services 

Queensland Teachers Union (QTU) 
Steve Ryan* - President 

15 12:00- 1:00 
John Battams Fir 19 John Battams* - General Manager 
Steve Ryan Conference room John Fitzgerald* (Principal) 

Lyn Winch (Principal) 
*Car parks booked 

16 1:00- 1:20 Greg Dickman 
Greg Dickman- Darling Downs & South West 

Teleconference required 

Adam Black Fir 19 Adam Black - Assistant Director-General, Finance and Chief Finance 

17 2:00-3:00 
Tom Barlow Conference room 

Officer 
Tom Barlow- A/Assistant Director-General, Human Resources 

18 3:30-4:30 Richard Eden ODDG, Flr22 Deputy Director-General, Operations 

19 4:30 5:30 Mark Campling 
Fir 19 

Post interview debrief 
Conference room 
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I Queensland 

Department of Education and Training 

Documents - Detailed 
Page 1 
Date 13/7/2015 
Time 8:12:29AM 

· Government Number of Records 1 

Login Name Keyes, Liz 
Dataset trimprod 

Recor Number 13/804 77 
Title DOG GBN_thank you emails_keynote speakers and principal presenters at the 2013 

Principals Conference 
Current Location In Container '150/21/586 (In Container '550/29/98 (State Schools Home Storage 

Location)')' since 26/4/2013 at 2:57PM 
Container 150/21/586: Curriculum Provision -Implementation- State Schooling Implementation

Correspondence 
Record Type Brief or Question on Notice Response 

Brief I QON Type DDG/ADG Brief 
All Contacts Director SSP SS (Author) 

Director SSP SS (Representative) 
Organisation State Schools - Performance SS 
Date Created 11/3/2013 at 3:11 PM 

Date Due 
Electronic Details In HP TRIM Store, Microsoft Word Document, 30 KB (Finalised on 26/4/2013) 

Mov His 13/80477 Current Location Changed- Manager Sl SSP -done by 'dfish17' on 11/312013 
at 3:13PM; 13/80477 Current Location Changed- Director SSP SS -done by 'dfish17' 
on 11/3/2013 at 3:25PM; 13/80477 Current Location Changed- Executive Services 
Officer 01 SSP SS -done by 'dakemO' on 13/3/2013 at 4:07PM; 13/80477 Current 
Location Changed - Principal Advisor 01 SSP SS - done by 'cxsha7' on 13/3/2013 at 4:45 
PM; 13/804 77 Current Location Changed - Senior Communications Officer Sl SSP -
done by 'fbouO' on 15/3/2013 at 1 :58 PM; 13/804 77 Current Location Changed - Principal 
Advisor 01 SSP SS -done by 'kcran38' on 18/3/2013 at 11:13AM; 13/80477 Current 

Additional Reference 
Notes "Friday, 26 April 2013 at 2:56:44 PM (GMT +1 0:00) Sharp-Jones, Courtney:" 

Enclosing & finalising. 

"Friday, 26 April 2013 at 1 :02:25 PM (GMT +1 0:00) Amfield, Shirley:" 
Approved by DOG EQ 4/4/2013 

letter all placed in letterhead and email 26/4/2013 

"Wednesday, 3 April2013 at 3:06:21 PM (GMT +10:00) Arnfield, Shirley:" 
With DOG EQ for conisderation 

"Monday, 25 March 2013 at 4:21 :05 PM (GMT +1 0:00) Arnfield, Shirley:" 
Received in ODDG EQ with A/Dir for review 

"Monday, 25 March 2013 at 2:38:08 PM (GMT +1 0:00) Sharp-Jones, Courtney:" 
Approved by ADG SSI. Moving to ODDG EQ. HC to follow. 

"Wednesday, 20 March 2013 at 8:57:48 AM (GMT +1 0:00) Boult, Fiona:" 
WithADG SSI. 

"Wednesday, 20 March 2013 at 8:28:03 AM (GMT +1 0:00) Sharp-Jones, Courtney:" 
Moving to Fiona Boult for review prior to ADG SSI 

"Tuesday, 19 March 2013 at 2:03:31 PM (GMT +1 0:00) Cranitch, Kirsty:" 
Thank you letters amended as per ADG request. Moved to Courtney Sharp-Jones for 
progress. 

"Tuesday, 19 March 2013 at 1:46:05 PM (GMT+10:00) Sharp-Jones, Courtney:" 
Moved back to Kirsty Cranitch to ammend as per ADG SSI request. 

"Monday, 18 March 2013 at 2:00:04 PM (GMT+10:00) Boult, Fiona:" 
WithADG SSI 

"Monday, 18 March 2013 at 11:13:15AM (GMT+10:00) Cranitch, Kirsty:" 
Thank you letters amended. Moved to Fiona Boult for progress. 

"Friday, 15 March 2013 at 1:46:24 PM (GMT+10:00) Boult, Fiona:" 
Not approved. Returned to SCO SSI for amendment as per notes on hard copy. 

''Thursday, 14 March 2013 at 1:45:37 PM (GMT+10:00) Boult, Fiona:" 
WithADG SSI 

When printed this is an uncontrolled HP TRIM report and security restrictions apply 
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, TRAINING 
AND EMPLOYMENT 

GENERAL BRIEFING NOTE 

TO: DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL, EDUCATION QUEENSLAND 

SUBJECT: THANK YOU LETTERS FOR KEYNOTE SPEAKERS AND PRESENTING 
PRINCIPALS AT THE 2013 PRINCIPALS' CONFERENCE 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Deputy Director-General, Education Queensland: 
• approve thank you emails to keynote guest speakers and presenting principals at 

the 2013 Principals' Conference (Attachments 1-5); and 
• send emails to speakers and presenting principals. 

Comments: 

BACKGROUND 

1. The 2013 Principals' Conference was held from 28 February to 1 March 2013. 

2. Professor Ben Levin and Dr George Otero delivered keynote speeches, while several 
Queensland state school principals delivered presentations during the conference. 

3. Professor John Hattie, Director, Melbourne Education Research Institute, University of 
Melbourne, provided a four-minute video on key research findings about the factors that 
positively impact student learning and achievement. 

ISSUES 

4. Thank you emails have been drafted from the Deputy Director-General, Education 
Queensland to Professors Ben Levin and John Hattie, and Dr George Otero 
(Attachments 1-3). 

5. Thank you emails have also been drafted for the principals. There are two versions: one 
for principals who presented on the Pedagogical framework on 28 February, and one for 
principals who presented on the Parent and Community Engagement Framework on 
March 1 (Attachments 4 and 5). 

Action Officer and Branch: Deb Kember, Director, State Schooling Implementation 
Telephone: 32370312 
TRIM No: 13/80477 
Date brief completed by Action Officer: 11/03/2013 
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6. An excel file has been provided listing email addresses of all recipients (attachment 6): 

• Attachment 1 - send to John Hattie. 
• Attachment 2 - send to Ben Levin. 
• Attachment 3 - send to George Otero 
• Attachment 4 - send to the principals who presented on Thursday 28 February. 
• Attachment 5 - send to the principals who presented on Friday 1 March. 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

8. There are no legal implications. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

9. There are no financial implications. 

MEDIA IMPLICATIONS 

10. A media release is not required. 

RIGHT TO INFORMATION 

11. I am of the view that the contents or attachments contained in this brief are suitable 
for publication. 

Signature: 

Action Officer and Branch: Deb Kember, Director, State Schooling Implementation 
Telephone: 32370312 
TRIM No: 13/80477 
Date brief completed by Action Officer: 11/03/2013 

Date: I /13 
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Queensland 

Department of Education and Training 

Documents - Detailed 

---·---~ ------~-----------~ 

Page 1 
Date 9/7/20 15 
Time 10:20:49AM 

, Government Number of Records 1 

Login Name Keyes, Liz 
Dataset trimprod 

ecord Number 11/359218 
Title Brief to DG re: EQ System Review Report and Response 

Current Location Executive Services Officer ES SA&SS since 16/5/2012 at 4:49PM 
Container 

Record Type Brief or Question on Notice Response 
Brief I QON Type DG Brief 

All Contacts Executive Director School Administration and Student Support SSO (Author) 
Executive Director School Administration and Student Support SSO (Representative) 

Organisation School Administration and Student Support SSO SS 
Date Created 12/12/2011 at 11 :55 AM 

Date Due 
Electronic Details In HP TRIM Store, Microsoft Word 97- 2003 Document, 63 KB 

Mov His 11/359218 Current Location Changed -Administrative Officer 01 O&G EQ - done by 
'ealuxO' on 12/12/2011 at 12:01 PM; 11/359218 Current Location Changed- Cooper, 
Beverley -done by 'ealuxO' on 12/12/2011 at 12:25 PM; 11/359218 Current Location 
Changed - Executive Services Officer 01 SSP SS - done by 'blcooO' on 13/12/2011 at 
9:29AM; 11/359218 Current Location Changed- Executive Services Officer ES SA&SS -
done by 'sxwoo4' on 15/12/2011 at 8:47AM; 11/359218 Current Location Changed
Executive Officer 02 SO EQ -done by 'blcooO' on 15/12/2011 at 9:39AM; 11/359218 
Current Location Changed - Pending Location DOG State Schools - done by 'saarnO' on 

Additional Reference 
Notes "Wednesday, 16 May 2012 at 4:48:36 PM (GMT+10:00) Zdraveski, Michelle:" 

Forwarding to EA Beverley Cooper to file and close. No hard copy. 

"Friday, 13 April 2012 at 10:48:56 AM (GMT +1 0:00) Arnfield, Shirley:" 
Advised that this was posted on website on 23 March 2012 at request of Minister's Office 
now can be closed and finalised. NO HARD COPY 

"Wednesday, 21 March 2012 at 3:21:20 PM (GMT +10:00) Klar, Louise:" 
On advice from ODG, still awaiting DG decision. Progressing to ODG for further action. 

"Wednesday, 7 March 2012 at 11:16:45AM (GMT+10:00) Armstrong, Aimee:" 
returning to Department, no hard copy has been located. Please update if 
approval/noting/endorsement is still required if not please close and finalise locally 

''Tuesday, 31 January 2012 at 2:50:11 PM (GMT+10:00) Johnson, Carty:" 
Received in ODG. Progressed to NICK SEELEY, DIRECTOR for DG consideration. 

"Tuesday, 31 January 2012 at 1:54:31 PM (GMT +1 0:00) Kaloudrau, Kylie:" 
to ODG for consideration 

"Friday, 27 January 2012 at 4:11:31 PM (GMT +10:00) Kaloudrau, Kylie:" 
rec'd in MESU 

"Friday, 27 January 2012 at 1:43:40 PM (GMT+10:00) Arnfield, Shirley:" 
Approved by DOG EQ. Hard copy delivered to MESU 

'Wednesday, 25 January 2012 at 3:46:33 PM (GMT +1 0:00) Wayper, Liesl:" 

"Tuesday, 24 January 2012 at 9:41:44 PM (GMT +1 0:00) Walsh, Becky:" 
Reviewed by A/Director, ODDG EQ. E-mail sent to ED, GL&P seeking clarification re: any 
additional Principal Assocs to receive e-mail from DOG EQ (para 4). 

''Tuesday, 24 January 2012 at 4:38:04 PM (GMT +1 0:00) Luxton, Emily:" 
to Shirley Arnfield for approval by Lyn McKenzie 

"Monday, 23 January 2012 at 2:35:04 PM (GMT +1 0:00) Luxton, Emily:" 
With Sharon Mullins ED GL&P for approval 

"Monday, 23 January 2012 at 1:45:08 PM (GMT +1 0:00) McAllister, Danielle:" 
Amendments made following discussions between DOG and ED. Forwarding for ED 
approval. 

"Tuesday, 17 January 2012 at 12:48:19 PM (GMT+10:00) Arnfield, Shirley:" 

When printed this is an uncontrolled HP TRIM report and security restrictions apply 
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Returned to Branch (A/DDG EQ discussed with ED GLP) 

Page 2 
Date 9/7/2015 
Time 10:20:50 AM 

Login Name Keyes, Liz 
Dataset trimprod 

"Wednes.day, 21 December 2011 at 3:31:03 PM (GMT+10:00) Amfield, Shirley:" 
With A/DDG EQ for approval 

"Wednesday, 21 December2011 at 11:01:21 AM (GMT+10:00) Cooper, Beverley:" 
Sharon Mullins ED GL&P has approved amendments and advised to return to ODDG. 

"Wednesday, 21 December 2011 at 9:46:59AM (GMT+10:00) Cooper, Beverley:" 
With Sharon Mullins ED GL&P for approval of amendments. 

"Tuesday, 20 December2011 at3:37:41 PM (GMT+10:00) McAllister, Danielle:" 
Amendments made as per A/DDG notes. Forwarding for ED, GL&P approval. 

"Tuesday, 20 December 2011 at 10:37:33 AM (GMT +1 0:00) Cooper, Beverley:" 
Danielle - I believe the hard copy was collected by Emily Luxton and passed on to you for 
actioning. 

"Monday, 19 December 2011 at 4:30:03 PM (GMT +1 0:00} Arnfield, Shirley:" 
Returning to the Department for amendments as requested by A/DDG EQ. Hard cover to 
be delivered. thanks 

"Friday, 16 December 2011 at 10:26:42 AM (GMT+10:00) Kitzelman, Angela:" 
To A/DDG EQ for approval 

"Thursday, 15 December2011 at2:20:26 PM (GMT+10:00) Arnfield, Shirley:" 
received in ODDG EQ with A/Dir for review 

"Thursday, 15 December2011 at9:38:23AM (GMT+10:00) Cooper, Beverley:" 
Hard copy delivered to GL&P. Forwarding to ODDG for urgent processing as per Sharon 
Mullins ED GL&P. 

"Thursday, 15 December 2011 at 8:46:57 AM (GMT +1 0:00) Woods, Sophia:" 
Approved by ADG,SP. Forwarding back to T&L for action as required. 
Thanks 

'Wednesday, 14 December 2011 at 2:16:14 PM (GMT+10:00) Woods, Sophia:" 
Minor amendments made as requested by PA, School Performance. Forwarding to 
ADG,SP for approval upon his return to the office. 

"Monday, 12 December 2011 at 5:08:46 PM (GMT +1 0:00) Cooper, Beverley:" 
Approved by Sharon Mullins ED GL&P. To Mark Campling ADG School Performance for 
approval. 

"Monday, 12 December2011 at 1:29:42 PM (GMT+10:00) Cooper, Beverley:" 
With Sharon Mullins ED GL&P for approval before going to Mark Campling and A/DDG 
EQ for approval. 

When printed this is an uncontrolled HP TRIM report and security restrictions apply 
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Approved I Not Approved 

Director-General ............................ . 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING Date ...... ../. ..... ./. ..... . 

GENERAL BRIEFING NOTE 
Date Action Required By: 03/02/2012 

D Copy to Minister's Office 
TO: THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL 

SUBJECT: EDUCATION SYSTEM REVIEW REPORT AND RESPONSE 

RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that the Director-General: 

• approve that the attached report from Professors Fullan and Levin and 
Education Queensland's response be placed on the Department's intranet 
site; and 

• approve an additional link to Fullan's address to the Director's forum to be 
placed on the Department's intranet site. 

Comments: 

BACKGROUND 
1. The attached report (Attachment 1) has three components: 

• a background to the work that has been occurring in Education 
Queensland, and Fullan and Levin's role in the systems review; 

• Fullan and Levin's summary report; and 
• Education Queensland's response to the summary report. 

2. Fullan and Levin have approved the attached document, that proposes three 
key directions for the next steps in the reform agenda for state schools: 

• a common focus on goals and strategies through a guiding coalition; 
• ensuring consistency of delivery across the regions; and 
• focussing on instruction as a key reform driver. 

3. Education Queensland agrees that these focus areas are important, and will 
ensure that initiatives over the next 12 months will include activities that are 
aligned with Fullan and Levin's recommendations. 

KEY ISSUES 
4. Pending your endorsement, the report will be placed on the Department's 

OnePortal site, on the United in our Pursuit of Excellence page. A soft 
communication strategy will be used to distribute the report to stakeholders. 
This will include: 

• an email from the Deputy Director-General to the Queensland Teachers 
Union, Queensland Association of State School Principals, Queensland 
Association of State School Teachers, Queensland Association of Special 

Action Officer and Branch: Sharon Mullins 1 Executive Director I Government Liaison and Projects 
Telephone: 3224 5530 
TRIM No: 11/359218 
Date brief completed by Action Officer: 23/01/2012 
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Education Leaders Inc. (QASEL), Queensland Council of Parents and 
Citizens Association, Queensland , Secondary Principals Association, 
Queensland State P-10112 School Administrators' Association, Regional 
Directors, Assistant Regional Directors: 

• a Schools Update message; and 
• a Director-General's message. 

5. In line with placing Fullan and Levin's report on the intranet, it is also proposed 
to place an additional link to the current vodcast of Fullan's recent address to 
the Director's forum on the OnePortal United in our Pursuit of Excellence page. 
This additional link will make this resource more accessible to a wider 
audience. 

6. Following the endorsement of Fullan and Levin's summary report, discussions 
will commence on what role will be played by Fullan and Levin in 2012 as 
Education Queensland continues to implement its reform agenda. 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
7. There are no legal implications. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
8. There are no financial implications. 

MEDIA IMPLICATIONS 
9. A media release is not required. 

RIGHT TO INFORMATION 
10. I am of the view that the contents or attachments contained in this brief are 

suitable for publication. 

Executive Director: Sharon Mullins 

Signature: j Date: I I 

Recommended - D Not Recommended - D 

Comments: 

Assistant Director-General: Mark Cam piing 

Signature: l Date: I I 

Recommended - 0 Not Recommended - D 

Comments: 

Deputy Director-General, Education Queensland: Lyn McKenzie 

Signature: Electronic Approved J Date: 2711112 

Recommended- D Not Recommended - D 

Comments: 

Action Officer and Branch: Sharon Mullins 1 Executive Director I Government Liaison and Projects 
Telephone: 3224 5530 
TRIM No: 11/359218 
Date brief completed by Action Officer: 23/01/2012 
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Briefing Note 
Chief of Staff 

Minister's Office File Ref: 
De rtment File Ref: 

Office of the Minister for Education and Industrial Relations 

Requested by: Julie Grantham, Director
General 

Date requested: 15/0212011 Action required by: 22/0212011 

Action required 
181 For meeting 
D For information 

D With correspondence 
D With Question on Notice 

Other attachments for Ministerial consideration 
181 Speaking points D Ministerial Statement 
D Draft media release D Question on Notice 

D Cabinet related doo.111ent 

SUBJECT: EDUCATION QUEENSLAND SYSTEM REVIEW -INTERVIEW REQUEST 

Proposal 
That the Chief of Staff note the invitation for the Minister to attend a meeting with Professor 
Ben Levin on Wednesday, 2 March 2011 from 12noon- 1pm as part of the Education Queensland 
(EQ) System Review. 

Urgency 

1. Urgent -Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 2 March 2011. 

Fast Facts 

• The Director-General has approved the System Review of Education Queensland which is to be undertaken 
by Professor Ben Levin. 

• Professor Levin will be in Queensland on 28 February and 1 March, 2011 to make a presentation at the 2011 
Principals' Conference, entitled: 'World's best practices in education." 

• System Review interviews will occur between 2 and 4 March 2011. 

Background 

2. Professor Ben Levin is the Canada Research Chair in Education Leadership and Policy at the 
Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, University of Toronto. He specialises in the 
identification of the characteristics of effective education systems that achieve sustained school 
improvement. His biography is provided (Attachment 1 ). 

Key issues 

3. Professor Levin will conduct an audit against the characteristics of effective education systems -
providing a clear picture of how EQ compares against these characteristics, and providing key 
recommendations based on international best practice. 

4. The Director-General has approved a Ust of senior officers, principals and stakeholders to be 
interviewed by Professor Levin over three days (2 - 4 March, 2011) to give a balanced view from 
all key sectors. 

5. The Director-General has also invited the Minister to participate in an interview by 
Professor Levin. The interview will be connected to the characteristics of effective education 
systems (Attachment 2). 
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providing a clear picture of how EQ compares against these characteristics, and providing key 
recommendations based on international best practice. 

4. The Director-General has approved a list of senior officers, principals and stakeholders to be 
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Minister's Office File Ref: 
Department File Ref: 

6. Other activities that will also form part of the System Review include: 

• analysis of departmental documents on an ongoing basis 
• four or more Video Conference meetings with senior leadership 
• one day of on-site consultation in November 
• two days of on-site capacity building workshops in November 
• submission of a year-end audit report (due 31 December 2011) of up to 20 pages with 

advice for next steps for 2012. 

Consultation 

7. Relevant senior internal staff and key stakeholders Dincluding the Queensland Teachers Union, 
Queensland Council of Parents and Citizens Associations, and State School Principal 
Association Presidents have been informed of the up-coming System Review . 

Media Implications 

8. There are no media implications at this time. 

Financial implications 

9. The System Review is estimated to amount to approximately $80,000 using funds from 
Education Queensland's existing budget. 

Legal implications 

10. There are no legal implications. 

Remedial action 

11. No remedial action required. 

Attachments 

12. Attachment 1 - Professor Ben Levin's biography 
13. Attachment 2 - Professor Ben Levin's 'Characteristics of effective national/ state I provincial 

ministries I departments of education'. 

Right to information 
14. I am of the view that the contents or attachments contained in this brief are not suitable for 

publication. 
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