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Briefing Note

The Honourable Kate Jones MP
Minister for Education and

Minister for Tourism and Major Events

Action required: For Noting

Action required by: N/A

Urgent — Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority released the
2016 NAPLAN Summary Results on 3 August 2016.

SUBJECT: NAPLAN 2016 — PRELIMINARY NATIONAL RESULTS

Summary of key objectives

To inform the Minister of:

- the preliminary 2016 NAPLAN results as published by the Australian Curriculum,
Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) in the 2016 NAPLAN National Summary
Results; and : ‘

- the key results for'Queensland students.

Key issues

1.

Queensland’s Year 3 students achieved Queensland’s best results since NAPLAN testing
commenced in 2008. Year 3’s strong and sustained improvement has continued in 2016.

Queensland’s Year 5 students also performed strongly in 2016, particularly in Reading,
Grammar and Punctuation and Numeracy.

The performance of Queensland’s Year 7 and Year 9 students was relatively steady, with
improvements across most strands in National Minimum Standards (NMS), but some
declines in Mean Scale Score (MSS) and Upper Two Bands (U2B).

Queensland’s 2016 NAPLAN Writing remains disappointing. Years 7 and 9 continued to
decline, in contrast to the national average. Even Year 3, which recorded its best results
since baseline, did not match the national improvement. In Writing, Queensland is now
ranked seventh in all year levels, behind all jurisdictions except Northern Territory.

Queensland’s participation rate continued to decline in 2016. Our participation rate, which is
amongst the lowest of all jurisdictions, is primarily driven by Queensland’s relatively high
withdrawal rates.

Overview

6. Results are reported as three measures: the percentage of students at or above the NMS,

the percentage of students in the U2B and the MSS.

7. Queensland students have recorded some of the highest scores since NAPLAN testing

began. This applies across all measures and all year levels. Queensland students recorded
their highest results ever in

- 12 test areas for NMS;
- nine test areas for MSS; and
- eight test areas for U2B.
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Queensland’s Rank

8. As in 2015, Queensland’s strongest results were again in Years 3 and 5, which have
resulted in some of the highest rankings ever against NMS.
9. Year3:
- ranked first nationally in Grammar and Punctuation;
- ranked second nationally in Reading and Numeracy; and
- ranked third nationally in Writing and Spelling.

10. Year 5 and Year 7 also reported some of the highest rankings ever in NMS:
- ranked second nationally in Year 5 Grammar and Punctuation;
- ranked third nationally in Year 5 Reading and Year 5 Numeracy; and
- ranked second in Year 7 Spelling and third in Year 7 Numeracy.
11. While narrowing the gap with the top performing states and territories, Queensland’s overali
rankings remained unchanged compared to 2015:
- fourth overall in NMS;
- fifth overall in MSS; and
- fifth overall in U2B.

12. The largest improvements continue to be in Years 3 and 5, across all measures, since
baseline and since 2015.

13. Results in Writing continued to decline in Years 7 and 9, with the largest declines since
baseline in all three measures and lowest results ever in MSS and U2B.

14. Writing continued to be Queensland’s students’ lowest performing test strand. Queensland
students were ranked seventh in all four year levels in MSS.

15. Against MSS, Queensland’s performance was more modest. Queensland students’ highest
ranking was fourth (in eight test areas) .

16. Against U2B:
- Queensland students’ highest rank was third (Year 5 Grammar and Punctuation); and
- Queensland students were also ranked fouth in five test areas.

Queensiand Results Compared with Australia

17. Queensland students outperformed Australia in 16 of the 20 test areas in NMS, up from 11
test areas in 2015.

18. Queensland students typically perform below the rest of Australia in MSS and U2B across
all test areas. In 2016, Queensland students outperformed the rest of Australia in one test
area in MSS and U2B (Year 5§ Grammar and Punctuation).

Participation

19. Queensland students’ participation rates are amongst the lowest of all jurisdictions and are
due to Queensland’s relatively high withdrawal rates.

- As in 2015, Queensland withdrawal rates remain the highest of all jurisdictions in
Years 5, 7 and 9 and second highest in Year 3.

20. On average, Queensland students ranked sixth for Year 3 participation and seventh for
participation in Years 5, 7 and 9.

21. ACARA assert that withdrawal rates across the nation have remained stable. This is in
contrast to the increase of withdrawal rates in Queensland.
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Media Implications
22. Media lines are being prepared by Community Engagement and Partnerships.

Background

23. The NAPLAN 2016 Summary Results presents preliminary data for all jurisdictions, based
on all students.

24. Results for subpopulations of students are expected to be available in December 2016 with
the release of the National Report.

25. The Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority (QCAA) published the NAPLAN
2016 NMS and MSS results for all Queensland schools on its website on 3 August 2016.
The QCAA commenced distribution of the student reports to schools on 27 July 2016.
All Queensland schools can access their 2016 results through the QCAA’s SunLANDA
application on 3 August 2016.

26. Results are available to Queensland state schools through OneSchool after the national
release on 3 August 2016.

27. ACARA is scheduled to release the NAPLAN 2016 results for each school in Australia on
the My School website in February/March 2017.

ACARA briefing to Australian Education Senior Officials Committee (AESQOC)

28. ACARA have also submitted an Out of Session AEYSOC paper to provide information to
AESOC on the intended release dates for the 2016 National Assessment program —
Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) summary (preliminary) information, the 2016 National
Report, and the 2016 NAPLAN test incidents report.

29. The 2016 NAPLAN National Report is scheduled for release on 7 December 2016. If any
further time savings can be achieved, jurisdictions will be advised.

30. The protocol is that the NAPLAN test incidents report is released at the same time as the
NAPLAN National Report. It should be noted that ACARA may be required to release test
incident information (under Freedom of Information legislation) at any time before December
should a request be made by the media or other interested parties.

The NAPLAN Writing Scale

31. Comparisons for Reading, Spelling, Grammar & Punctuation, and Numeracy from 2008
through to 2016 are possible. Comparisons for Writing from 2011 to 2016 are possible.

32.In 2011, ACARA introduced a persuasive writing task in place of the previous narrative task.

33.In 2016, a narrative writing task was again used. ACARA has established that the 2016
narrative writing task can be aligned with and reported against the existing NAPLAN
persuasive writing assessment scale.

34. Baseline for Writing will continue to be 2011 and reference to persuasive or narrative writing
scales removed. Reference should be made simply to the NAPLAN Writing Scale.

Queensland State School results

35. Results for Queensland state schools are provided (Attachments 1-9).
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Further information

36. Detailed information on Queensland results are contained in attachments to this brief:
Attachment

1 Performance Overview (infographic)

2 Queensland Ranking, all students

3 Nature of the Difference, all students

4 Queensland Performance, all students

5 Queensland relative to Australia, all students
6 Participation, all Students

7 Year 3 Performance

8 Writing, all students

9 Data Quality statement

Right to information

37.1 am of the view that the contents or attachments contained in this brief are suitable for
publication after the embargo has expired. .
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e note the preliminary 2016 NAPLAN results as published by the Australian Curriculum,
Assessment and Reporting Authority in the 2076 NAPLAN National Summary Results;

and

¢ note the key results for Queensland students.

NOTED

EMMA FREEMAN

Chief of Staff

Office of the Hon Kate Jones MP
Minister for Education and

Minister for Tourism and Major Events

/ /

Minister’'s comments

APPROVED/NOT APPROVED
ENDORSED/NOTED

KATE JONES MP

Minister for Education and
Minister for Tourism and Major
Events

Action Officer

Dr Roland Simons
Director

Analysis and Reporting

Endorsed by:
Chris Kinsella

Reporting

Tel: 3513 6836 Tel: 3513 6844

Mob: |s.47(3)(b) - Co
Date: 31/07/2016

A/Executive Director
Performance Monitoring and

Endorsed by:

Lesley Robinson
Assistant Director-General
Strategy and Performance

Tel: 3513 6909

Mob: |s.47(3)(b) - Co
Date: 2/08/2016

Noted by: Endorsed by:
Annette Whitehead Patrea Walton
Deputy Director-General Deputy Director-General

Policy, Performance and Planning
Tel: 3034 4773 Tel: 3513 5803
Mob: Mob: '
Date: 2/08/2016 Date: 3/08/2016

Endorsed by:
Dr Jim Watterston
Director-General

State Schools Division

Tel: 3034 4752
Mob:
Date: [/ [/
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Briefing Note

The Honourable Kate Jones MP
Minister for Education and

Minister for Tourism and Major Events

Action required: For Noting

Action required by: 12 December 2016

Urgent — 2016 National Assessment Program — Literacy and Numeracy final report to
be released on 13 December 2016, and results are embargoed until this date.

SUBJECT: 2016 NATIONAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM — LITERACY AND NUMERACY
NATIONAL REPORT — FINAL RESULTS FOR QUEENSLAND

Summary of key objectives
‘ e To inform the Minister:

- of the release of the NAPLAN 2016 National Report containing final results for all
students and key sub-populations on 13 December 2016;

- of key differences in results for Queensland students since the preliminary results were
released in August 2016; and

- that Community Engagement and Partnerships (CEP) are preparing material for the
media.

Key issues

1. On 13 December 2016, the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority
(ACARA) will publish the second stage of its national analysis of the National Assessment
Program — Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) results. The national report will include
additional results to those released in the summary report in August 2016, namely:

- results for student sub-populations: Indigenous status; gender; language background
other than English (LBOTE) status; parental occupation; parental education;
‘ and geolocation;

- comparisons since baseline and 2015 for sub-populations, noting no times series are
available for the geolocation sub-populations; and

- comparisons for the percentage of all students achieving the national minimum
standard (NMS), which were not included in the August 2016 release.

Queensland Indigenous Results/Closing the Gap

2. Queensland’s Indigenous students have recorded some of their highest scores since
NAPLAN testing began, with strong performance in Years 3 and 5.

3. Queensland Indigenous students outperformed Indigenous students across the nation in all
20 test areas in the mean (average) scale scores (MSS) and NMS and in 12 test areas in
the upper two bands (U2B):

- the largest improvement of Queensland Indigenous students relative to Australia was in
Year 5.

4. Participation of Queensland’s Indigenous students declined across all year levels, such that
in 2016, only three quarters of Year 9 Indigenous students undertook NAPLAN testing.
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5. The Council of Australian Governments (COAG) has set a target to halve the performance
gap between Indigenous and non-Indigenous students in the proportion meeting the NMS,
in Reading, Writing and Numeracy:

- asin 2015, Queensland again met the closing the gap target in Year 3 Reading.
6. Since baseline, the greatest narrowing of the gap has occurred in Years 3 and 5.
Sub-populations

7. The additional results for sub-populations contained in the December 2016 report fall within
the expected patterns for those sub-populations. Results for these cohorts show that for
Queensland, like Australia:

- female students outperformed male students in literacy strands, at all year levels,
across the three measures;

- male students outperformed female students in numeracy strands at all year levels for
MSS and U2B;

- while students from English speaking backgrounds outperformed LBOTE students in ‘
- 17 of 20 test strands in NMS (all except Spelling in Years 5, 7 and 9), LBOTE students
had higher performance in 18 of 20 test strands in U2B (all except Reading in Years 5
and 9);

- in both Queensland and Australia, students in major capital cities outperformed
students in regional and remote areas;

- in both Queensiand and Australia, students from higher socioeconomic backgrounds
(parental education and occupation categories) outperformed other students; and

— despite Queensland’s relatively high degree of decentralisation, the gaps between the
following cohorts continue to be smaller in Queensland than for Australia overall:

— major capital cities and regional students; and
— Indigenous and non-Indigenous students.
Changes from the Summary Report (August 2016)

8. ACARA made minor data corrections to the NAPLAN 2016 final data and reports.
These corrections resulted in minor changes to Queensland’s final results, compared to the
preliminary release in August 2016. ‘

9. As in previous years, these changes are not considered contentious and are unlikely to
receive media attention.

10. In 2016, the majority of corrections were due to approximately 500 students at Queensland
special schools who were not included in the preliminary results, and who have
subsequently been included as exempt in the final results. The changes made resulted in
slight fluctuations in the MSS and declines in the proportion of Queensland students
meeting the NMS and in the U2B. However, the differences are generally less than
1.0 percentage point.

11. Queensland’s overall rank has not changed since the preliminary results were released in
August 2016:

- MSS average rank remained at 5th;
- NMS average rank remained at 4th; and
- U2B average rank remained at 5th.
12. Queensland is still ranked number 1 for Year 3 Grammar and punctuation (NMS).
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13. However, Queensland’s rank for each test area has declined in:
- 1 of 20 test areas in MSS;
- 11 of 20 test areas in NMS, and
- 3 o0f 20 test areas in U2B.

Comparison with States/jurisdictions

14. Queensland was the only jurisdiction to record any results substantially above baseline in
MSS. Queensland and Western Australia were the only jurisdictions to record any
substantially above baseline results in NMS. These all occurred in the Year 3 strands of
Reading, Spelling, and Grammar and Punctuation.

15. Writing continued to be Queensland students’ lowest performing test strand despite Year 3
students achieving their highest result in Writing and Queensland students were ranked
seventh in Writing for all four year levels in MSS.

16. Queensland students’ participation rates declined in 2016 to be among the lowest of all
jurisdictions. Queensland is unique among the jurisdictions in that its low participation rate
was primarily due to relatively high withdrawal rates:

- asin 2015, Queensland withdrawal rates were the highest of all jurisdictions in Years 5,
7 and 9 and second highest in Year 3; and

- Queensland Year 9 and Northern Territory Years 7 and 9 students were the only
cohorts to have participation rates below 90% across all test strands.

NAPLAN Test Incidents.

17. The Report of 2016 NAPLAN Test Incidents will also be released at the same time as the
national report, and provides general information on breaches of the National Protocols for
Test Administration. Queensland had five incidents (three security breaches and two
general breaches) that were investigated and substantiated.

Access to final NAPLAN data

18. The final NAPLAN results will be available to Queensland state schools through OneSchool
following the national release on 13 December 2016.

19. ACARA is expected to release the NAPLAN 2016 results for each school in Australia on the
MySchool website in March 2017.

Further information

20. Detailed information on Queensland results are contained in attachments to this brief:

Attachment
1.1 Queensland Performance (Indigenous students) — new to this release
1.2 Closing the Gap — new to this release
1.3 Nature of the Difference — Sub-populations — new to this release
14 Nature of the Difference — Jurisdictions (all students) — new to this release
2.0 Changes from Preliminary Results —new to this release
21 Queensland Performance Overview (Infographic) — updated since the August release
2.2 Queensland Ranking (all students) — updated since the August release
23 Nature of the Difference — MSS (all students) — updated since the August release
24 Queensland Performance (all students) — updated since the August release
25 Queensland Relative to Australia (all students) — updated since the August release
2.6 Participation (all students) — updated since the August release
27 Year 3 Performance — updated since the August release
2.8 Writing Performance (all students) — updated since the August release
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Media Implications
21. Media lines are being prepared by CEP.

Right to information

22. 1 am of the view that the contents or attachments contained in this brief are suitable for
publication after the embargo has expired.

Recommendation

That the Minister:

¢ note the final 2016 National Assessment Program — Literacy and Numeracy results as
published by the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority in the
2016 NAPLAN National Report, and

¢ note the key results for Queensland students.

NOTED APPROVED/NOT APPROVED
ENDORSED/NOTED
MATTHEW JUTSUM KATE JONES MP
Acting Chief of Staff Minister for Education and
Office of the Hon Kate Jones MP Minister for Tourism and Major Events
Minister for Education and
Minister for Tourism and Major Events
/ / ' / /
Minister’s comments
Action Officer Endorsed by: Endorsed by: Endorsed by:
Dr Roland Simons Chris Kinsella Lesley Robinson Leanne Nixon
Director A/Executive Director Assistant Director-General  Assistant Director-General
Performance Analytics and Performance Monitoring Strategy and Performance State Schools —
Reporting and Reporting Performance
Tel: 3513 6836 Tel: 3513 6844 Tel: 3513 6909 Tel: 3513 5801
Mob: [s.47(3)(b) - Co Mob: |s.47(3)(b) - Co Mob:[s.47(3)(b) - Co
Date: 01/12/2016 Date: 02/12/2016 Date: 02/12/2016
Noted by: Endorsed by: Endorsed by:
Annette Whitehead Patrea Walton Dr Jim Watterston

Deputy Director-General Deputy Director-General  Director-General
Policy, Performance and

Planning State Schools Division

Tel: 3034 4773 Tel: 3513 5803 Tel: 3034 4752
Mob: |s.47(3)(b) - Co Mob: Mob:

Date: 02/12/2016 Date: 12/12/2016 Date:
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Briefing Note

The Honourable Kate Jones MP
Minister for Education and

Minister for Tourism and Major Events

Action required: For Noting

Action required by: N/A

Urgent — Australian Council for Education Research and international Association for
the Evaluation of Education Achievement will release reports on the Trends in
International Mathematics and Science Study 2015 on 29 November 2016.

SUBJECT: TRENDS IN INTERNATIONAL MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE STUDY 2015 —
EMBARGOED PRE-RELEASE OF RESULTS FOR QUEENSLAND AND
AUSTRALIA

‘ Summary of key objectives
e To inform the Minister of:

- the release of the national report on the Trends in International Mathematics and
Science Study (TIMSS):. TIMSS 2015: A first look at Australia’s results (Ref:
16/549587) scheduled for 29 November 2016

- the key results for Queensland students and the nation.

Key issues

1. The national report will be released on the ACER website at 7:00pm AEST on 29 November
2016 (www.acer.edu.au/timss).

2. Achievement scales in Mathematics and Science are used to summarise Year 4 and Year 8
student performance on cognitive processes and content knowledge. The 2015 reports also
include international benchmarks, which help put these scores in context.

State and Territories

' 3. QLD’s 2015 results were not statistically different from the other states and territories across
all four tests, with the following exceptions:
o ACT had significantly higher results than QLD in all four tests
o VIC had significantly higher results than QLD in Year 8 Mathematics, and
o NT had significantly lower results than QLD in all four tests.

Table 1. Jurisdiction comparison

Year QLD ranking Statistical comparison in 2015
Level Above . Below
2003 2007 2011 2015 oLD Similar to QLD oLD
Year4 | 6t 7th Bth 6th ACT | NSW, VIC, SA, WA, TAS NT
Maths | yegrg | 5t 4in 4t 5t | ACT, VIC | NSW, SA, WA, TAS NT
| Year4 | 6t gth 7th Bth ACT | NSW, VIC, SA, WA, TAS NT
| Science | vearg | 50 | 3¢ | 3 5t ACT | NSW,VIC, SA, WA, TAS | NT
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4. No jurisidiction showed significant improvement from 2011 in either (Years 4 or 8)
Mathematics test.

5. Results for QLD were similar to those of the nation: QLD had a lower average score in all
four tests, but all differences were 7 scale score points or less and were not significant.

Australia compared internationally

6. Australian results in 2015 were similar to those when testing in Australia began (1995) for all
four tests.

Table 2. International comparison, 2015

Test area Year level Ranking No. of Participating

countries
Maths Year 4 28th 49
Year 8 17th 39
. Year 4 25th 47
Science
Year 8 17th 39

Year 4 Mathematics

7. There were 49 countries participating in TIMSS 2015 Year 4 Mathematics. Australian
students were outperformed by students in 21 other countries, including Singapore, Korea,
Japan, Ireland, England and the United States, but were ahead of students in 20 other
countries, including ltaly, Spain, New Zealand and France.There were 7 countries whose
results were not significantly different from Australia. Refer Attachment 1 for further
information.

8. The Intermediate benchmark was achieved by 70% of Australian students. The estimated
figure for QLD is approximately 68%.

9. Results for Australia were not significantly different from those of 2011 but were significantly
higher than the corresponding results in 1995. This improvement is driven by a single
increase in results in the 2007 testing cycle. Australia’s performance has not significantly
changed since 2007.

Year 8 Mathematics

10. There were 39 countries participating in TIMSS 2015 Year 8 Mathematics. Australian
students were outperformed by 21 countries, including Canada, Ireland, England and United
States, as well as the top performing Asian economies(i.e. Hong Kong and Chinese Tapei) ,
but were ahead of students in 12 countries including New Zealand and Italy. There were 5
countries whose results were not significantly different from Australia. Refer Attachment 2
for further information.

11. The Intermediate benchmark was achieved by 64% of Australian students. The estimated
figure for QLD is approximately 62%.

12. Results for Australia were not significantly different from those of 2011, nor from those of
1995.

Year 4 Science

13. There were 47 countries participating in TIMSS 2015 Year 4 Science. Australian students
were outperformed by 17 countries, including the United States and England, as well as the
top performing Asian economies, but were ahead of students in 17 countries including New
Zealand and France. There were 12 countries whose results were not significantly different
from Australia. Refer Attachment 3 for further information.
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14. The Intermediate benchmark was achieved by 75% of Australian students. The estimated
figure for QLD is also approximately 75%.

15. Results for Australia were not significantly different from those of 1995. Results for Australia
were significantly better than in 2011. This appears to be a correction from poor result in
2011, rather than the start of an improvement trend in 2015.

Year 8 Science

16. There were 39 countries participating in TIMSS 2015 Year 8 Science. Australian students
were outperformed by 14 countries, including Canada, the United States, England and
Ireland, as well as the top performing Asian economies, but were ahead of students in 20
countries including ltaly and Turkey. There were 4 countries whose results were not
significantly different from Australia. Refer Attachment 4 for further information.

17. The Intermediate benchmark was achieved by 69% of Australian students. The estimated
figure for QLD is approximately 67%.

18. Results for Australia were not significantly different from those of 2011, nor from those of
1995.

Subpopulations

19. Results for females and males were generally similar in both Australia and Queensland. The
only exception was in Year 4 Mathematics where males had significantly higher results in
both Queensland and Australia.

20. Non-Indigenous students outperformed Indigenous students in all four tests. The difference
in performance is largely unchanged across the test cycles over the last 20 years.

21. Students who spoke English at home had significantly higher results than students who
rarely or never spoke English at home in both year levels for Science, but results for the two
groups were generally similar in both Mathematics tests.

22. Students in Metropolitan areas outperformed students from Provincial areas, who in tun
outperformed students from Remote areas.

23. Students with greater educational resources in the home had better results than those with
fewer resources. Educational resources were defined as a combination of parental
education background, number of books in the home, and home study supports.

Media Implications
24. Media lines are being prepared by Community Engagement and Partnerships.

Background

25. TIMSS 2015 represents the sixth round of Australia’s participation. The study is conducted
every four years in Years 4 and 8 to monitor trends in Mathematics and Science. There
have been different countries participating in each test cycle, and in each of the tests.

26. Although the current cycle is referred to as TIMSS 2015, in Australia, the assessment took
place in 2014, because of differences in the timing of the school year in the northern and
southern hemispheres.

27. Students in Australia have been tested in the second semester of 1994, 1998, 2002, 2006,
2010, and 2014.

28. The test is conducted by the International Association for the Evaluation of Educational
Achievement (IEA), and administered in Australia by ACER.

29. In Australia, 6,057 students from 287 schools participated in the Year 4 test sample, and
10,338 students from 285 schools participated in the Year 8 test sample.

Right to information
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30.1 am of the view that the contents or attachments contained in this brief are suitable for
publication after the embargo has expired.

Recommendation
That the Minister:

¢ note the publication of the international and national TIMSS reports

¢ note the key results for Queensland students and the nation (Attachments 1-4).

NOTED

MATTHEW JUTSUM
Chief of Staff

Office of the Hon Kate Jones MP
Minister for Education and

APPROVED/NOT APPROVED
ENDORSED/NOTED

KATE JONES MP
Minister for Education and

Minister for Tourism and Major Events

/ /

Minister’s comments

Minister for Tourism and Major
Events

Action Officer

Dr Roland Simons
Director

Analysis and Reporting

Tel: 3513 6836

Endorsed by:

Chris Kinsella

A/Executive Director
Performance Monitoring and
Reporting

Tel: 3513 6844

Mob:

Date: 25/11/2016

Endorsed by:

Lesley Robinson
Assistant Director-General
Strategy and Performance

Tel: 3513 6909

Mob: |s.47(3)(b) - Co
Date: 25/11/2016

Noted by:

Annette Whitehead

Deputy Director-General

Policy, Performance and Planning
Tel: 3034 4773

Mob:

Date: 28/11/2016

Endorsed by:

Leanne Nixon

Deputy Director-General
State Schools Division
Tel: 3513 5803

Mob:

Date:

Endorsed by:
Dr Jim Watterston
Director-General

Tel: 3034 4752
Mob:
Date: [/ [/
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Briefing Note

The Honourable Kate Jones MP
Minister for Education and

Minister for Tourism and Major Events

Action required: For Noting

Action required by: N/A

Urgent — Australian Council for Education Research and Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development will release reports on the Programme for International
Student Assessment 2015 on 6 December 2016.

SUBJECT: PROGRAMME FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENT ASSESSMENT 2015 —
EMBARGOED PRE-RELEASE OF RESULTS FOR QUEENSLAND AND
AUSTRALIA

Summary of key objectives

e To inform the Minister of:

- the release of the national report on the Programme for International Student
Assessment (PISA): PISA 2015: A first look at Australia’s results (Attachment 1)
scheduled for 6 December 2016; and

- the key results for Queensland students.

Key issues

1. The national report will be released on the Australian Council for Educational Research
(ACER) website at 7.00 pm Australian Eastern Standard Time (AEST) on
6 December 2016 (www.acer.edu.au/ozpisa).

2. PISA measures how well 15-year-olds from across the globe use their knowledge and skills
in scientific literacy, reading literacy and mathematical literacy, to meet real-life challenges.

State and Territories

3. Queensland results were not statistically different from the other states and territories,
with the following exceptions:

- Australian Capital Territory had significantly higher results in all three domains;

- Western Australia had significantly higher results in scientific literacy and
mathematical literacy;

- Victoria had significantly higher results in mathematical literacy;

- Northern Territory had significantly lower results in scientific literacy and reading
literacy; and

- Tasmania had significantly lower results in all three domains.
4. Queensland was ranked 6" across all three domains.
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Table 1. Jurisdiction comparison

Literacy QLD ranking Statistical comparison in 2015

domain 2009 2012 2015 Above QLD  SimilartoQLD  Below QLD
Science 4tn 4th 6th ACT, WA NSW, VIC, SA TAS, NT
Reading 3w 5t 6th ACT VIC, NSW, SA, WA | TAS, NT
Mathematics 3rd 4th 6t | ACT, WA, VIC | NSW, SA, NT TAS

5. Queensland results were statistically above those of the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development (OECD) average in scientific literacy and reading literacy;
however, were not statistically significantly different in mathematical literacy.

6. Queensland 2015 results were lower; however, not statistically significantly different from
those of the nation in scientific literacy and reading literacy. Queensland was statistically
significantly below the nation in mathematical literacy.

Table 2. Queensland results compared to previous years, 2015

Difference between
years

2006 2009 2012

Scientific

Literacy v v v
Reading

Literacy - v -

Mathematical
Literacy v v v

Australia compared internationally

7. Australia’s performance has declined relative to some countries and compared to previous
resuits.

8. Across all three domains, 11% of Australian students were considered to be
‘high performers’. This is in comparison to Singapore, the top performing country, which
had 24% of students classified as ‘high performance’ in scientific literacy, 18% in reading
literacy and 35% in mathematical literacy.

9. Australia’s results can be compared to 72 countries and economies that participated in
PISA 2015.

Table 3. International comparison, 2015

Number of countries/economies...

Domain Above Similar to Below
Australia Australia Australia

Scientific

Literacy 9 8 54

Reading

Literacy 1 13 47

Mathematical
Literacy , 19 10 42
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Scientific Literacy

10. Australia’s 2015 scientific literacy result was significantly lower than 2012 and the 2006
baseline.

11. Australian students were outperformed by students in nine other countries/economies,
including: Singapore; Japan; Chinese Taipei; Hong Kong; Finland; and Canada
(Attachment 2).

12. Three of the six top performing Asian countries/economies also had results which were
lower in 2015 than 2012, with two of the three experiencing declines of a greater
magnitude than Australia’s (Attachment 2).

13. The National Proficient Standard was achieved by 61% of Australian students and 60% of
Queensland students.

Reading Literacy

14. Australia’s 2015 reading literacy result was not significantly different from 2012; however,
was significantly lower than in 2000.

15. Australian students were outperformed by students in 11 other countries/economies,
including: Singapore; Japan; Korea; Hong Kong; Canada; Finland; Ireland;
and New Zealand (Attachment 3)

16. Five of the six top performing Asian countries/economies also had results which were
lower in 2015 than 2012, with four of the six experiencing declines of a greater magnitude
than Australia’s (Attachment 3).

17. The National Proficient Standard was achieved by 61% of Australian students and 60% of
Queensland students.

Mathematical Literacy

18. Australia’s 2015 mathematical literacy result was significantly lower than 2012 and the
2003 baseline.

19. Australian students were outperformed by students in 19 other countries, including:
Singapore; Hong Kong; Chinese Taipei; Japan; Korea; Canada; Finland; and Ireland
(Attachment 4).

20. Five of the six top performing Asian countries/economies also had results which were
lower in 2015 than 2012, with three of the five experiencing declines that were of a greater
magnitude than Australia’s (Attachment 4).

21. The National Proficient Standard was achieved by 55% of Australian students and 53% of
Queensland students.

Subpopulations
22. Results for sub-populations fall within the expected patterns for those sub-populations:

— results for females and males were generally similar in scientific and mathematical
literacy, but females significantly outperformed males in reading literacy;

— non-Indigenous students outperformed Indigenous students;

— students in Metropolitan areas outperformed students from Provincial areas, who in
turn outperformed students from Remote areas;

— on average, students from higher socioeconomic backgrounds performed at a
significantly higher level than students from lower socioeconomic backgrounds;

— Australian-born students performed significantly lower than first-generation students
and were statistically similar to foreign-born students;
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— students who spoke English at home had significantly higher results than students
who rarely or never spoke English at home for scientific and reading literacy; however,
results for the two groups were generally similar in mathematical literacy; and

— students at independent schools outperformed students at Catholic schools, who in
turn outperformed students at state schools. However, when socioeconomic
background was taken into account, the only significant difference between the
sectors was between independent schools (significantly higher performance) and
Catholic schools.This is in contrast to 2012 where there were no significant difference
between sectors once socioeconomic background was taken into account.

Compared to other international results

23. ACER recently released a national report on the Trends in International Mathematics and
Science Study (TIMSS). The 2015 report showed similar relative achievement for
Queensland among the jurisdictions and for Australia internationally. Some individual
countries had different relative performance compared to Australia between the two
international reports (such as the United States — generally above Australia in TIMSS and
generally below Australia in PISA).

24. Results in both tests show Australia’s achievement to be somewhat above the average of
all participants, although below the top performing Asian economies. While PISA results
from 2000 to 2015 show a trend of significant decline, TIMSS results suggest Australia’s
performance is unchanged since 1995.

Media Implications
25. Media lines are being prepared by Community Engagement and Partnerships.

Background

26. The international reports will released on the OECD website at 7.00 pm AEST on
6 December 2016 (www.oecd.org/pisa/).

27. The baseline for each domain is different, based on the first test cycle in which they were
the major domain. The baseline for scientific literacy is 2006, for mathematical literacy
2003, and for reading literacy 2000.

28. PISA 2015 represents the sixth round of Australia’s participation. The study is conducted
every three years. There have been different countries participating in each test cycle,
and in each of the tests.

29. Students in Australia have been tested in 2000, 2003, 2006, 2009, 2012, and 2015.
30. The test is conducted by OECD, and administered in Australia by ACER.

31. In Australia, over 14,500 students in 758 schools participated in the sample assessment,
including 2940 students from 133 schools in Queensland.

32. Due to the differing entry-age requirements when the assessed students entered school,
there are a larger proportion of Queensland students in Year 11 (47%) than in other
jurisdictions (between 1 and 13%).

Right to information

33. 1 am of the view that the contents or attachments contained in this brief are suitable for
publication after the embargo has expired.
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e note the release of the national report on the Programme for International Student
Assessment (PISA). PISA 2015: A first look at Australia’s results (Attachment 1)
scheduled for 6 December 2016 at 7.00 pm Australian Eastern Standard Time; and

¢ note the key results for Queensland students and Australia (Attachments 2, 3 and 4).

NOTED

MATTHEW JUTSUM
Acting Chief of Staff

Office of the Hon Kate Jones MP
Minister for Education and

APPROVED/NOT APPROVED
ENDORSED/NOTED

KATE JONES MP

Minister for Tourism and Major Events

Minister for Education and
Minister for Tourism and Major Events

/ / / /
Minister’'s comments
Action Officer Endorsed by: Endorsed by:
Dr Roland Simons Chris Kinsella Lesley Robinson
Director A/Executive Director Assistant Director-General

Analysis and Reporting
Tel: 3513 6836

Performance Monitoring and Reporting
Tel: 3513 6844

Mob
Date: 04/12/2016

Strategy and Performance
Tel: 3513 6909

Mob: [<.47(3)(b]
Date: 05/12/2016

Noted by:

Annette Whitehead

Deputy Director-General

Policy, Performance and Planning
Tel: 3034 4773

Mob: [5.47()(0] 0
Date: 05/12/2016

Endorsed by:

Patrea Walton

Deputy Director-General
State Schools Division
Tel: 3513 5803

Mob:

Date: 05/12/2016

Endorsed by:
Dr Jim Watterston
Director-General

Tel: 3034 4752
Mob:
Date:
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Briefing Note

The Honourable Kate Jones MP
Minister for Education and
Minister for Tourism, Major Events
and the Commonwealth Games

Action required: For Noting

Action required by: 15 March 2017

Urgent — The Australian Council for Education Research will release their full
Australian reports for two international assessments on 15 March 2017 and results are
embargoed until this date.

SUBJECT: PROGRAMME FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENT ASSESSMENT 2015 AND

TRENDS IN INTERNATIONAL MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE STUDY 2015 —

. EMBARGOED PRE-RELEASE OF REPORTS FOR QUEENSLAND AND
AUSTRALIA

Summary of key objectives
e To inform the Minister of:

— the release of the full Australian report on the Programme for International Student
Assessment (PISA): PISA 2015: Reporting Australia’s results scheduled for
15 March 2017 (Attachment 1);

— the release of the full Australian report on the Trends in International Mathematics and
Science Study (TIMSS): TIMSS 2015: Reporting Australia’s results scheduled for
15 March 2017 (Attachment 2); and

— summary of results for Queensland and Australia subsequent to the first look Australian
reports which were released in November/December 2016 (Attachment 3).

Key issues

1. The Australian Council for Educational Research (ACER) will publish their full national
‘ analysis of the PISA (www.acer.edu.au/ozpisa) and TIMSS (www.acer.org/timss) results on
their website on 15 March 2017.

2. Results for Queensland and Australia have not changed since the initial Australian reports
were released, a summary of these reports is provided at Attachment 3.

3. The full Australian report expands on the results that were presented in the initial reports,
and include analysis of responses to student, principal and teacher questionnaires that were
completed after the assessments. '

4. There are no additional international results being published.

5. ACER has not provided any media lines for the release of these reports. It is possible there
will be some media interest following their release.

PISA 2015 results

6. Analysis of responses to student, principal and teacher questionnaires following completion
of the assessment include:
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Equity in learning opportunities and outcomes:

the effect of socioeconomic background on performance in scientific literacy was
higher in Australia and significantly higher for the Australian Capital Territory,
New South Wales, Queensland, Tasmania and the Northern Territory, than on
average across the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD).

Australian students’ motivation and beliefs in science:

Australian students demonstrated a higher level of motivation to learn science and
a higher level of interest in broad science topics, compared to the OECD average;
and

within Australian schools, students in Western Australia had a higher motivation to
learn science and self-efficacy in science, while students in Queensiand and
Tasmania tended to be lower in motivation and self-efficacy.

The school learning environment:

Australian students reported a significantly higher level of disciplinary problems in
science classes than the OECD average;

within Australian schools, students in Tasmania and New South Wales reported the
lowest level of positive disciplinary climate in science classes, while students in
Western Australia and Victoria reported the highest; and

Queensland students reported the highest levels of teacher support in science
lessons.

TIMSS 2015 results

7. Australian students’ performance on the content and cognitive domains showed:

a significant sex difference in Year 4 mathematics achievement, favouring male
students; and

Queensland Year 8 students performed significantly higher than the overall science
score in the content domains of biology and Earth science, and lower in chemistry and
physics.

8. Analysis of responses to the school and teacher contextual questionnaires with regards to
students was predominately undertaken at the Australian level:

Schools and the school environment for learning:

higher achievement of Australian students was associated with a higher school
emphasis on academic success, fewer discipline problems, and reports of more safe
and orderly schools.

Teachers and classroom instruction:

higher achievement of Australian students was associated with fewer limitations of
student needs and fewer student absences.

Student attitudes, engagement and aspirations:

in general, students who indicated they liked mathematics or science, were confident
learning it, valued it and felt that they were taught in an engaging way, scored higher
on average in the assessments than students who did not.

Media Implications

9. The first look results attracted extensive attention from Queensland and Australian media.
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10. Some media interest is expected. Media holding lines are being prepared by Community
Engagement and Partnerships.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Impacts

11. Selected Australian results are disaggregated by Indigenous background and by sex.

12. There are no Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander impacts expected following the release of
these reports.

Background

PISA

13. PISA measures the ability of 15 year-olds to apply their knowledge and skills to real life
problems and situations in the core domains of scientific literacy, reading literacy and
mathematical literacy. Scientific literacy was the major domain of PISA 2015.

14. ACER'’s first look Australian report PISA 2015: A first look at Australia’s results was released
‘ in December 2016, and briefing highlighted:

— Australia’s performance has declined in each of the literacy domains relative to some
countries and compared to previous results;

— Queensland results were statistically above those of the OECD average in scientific
literacy and reading literacy; however, not statistically significantly different in
mathematical literacy; and

— Queensland’s 2015 results were lower but not statistically significantly different from
those of the nation in scientific literacy and reading literacy. Queensland was statistically
significantly below the nation in mathematical literacy.

TIMSS

15. TIMSS measures comparative Year 4 and Year 8 educational achievement, with the
intention of improving teaching and learning in mathematics and science.

16. ACER’s first look Australian report TIMSS 2015: A first look at Australia’s results was
released in November 2016, and briefing highlighted:

— Australia’s 2015 results in all four tests were similar to their initial 1995 results;

‘ — results for Australia in 2015 compared to 2011 were not significantly different from those
in mathematics (both Year 4 and Year 8) and Year 8 science; however, they were
significantly better from those in Year 4 science; and

— results for Queensland were similar to those of the nation: Queensland had a lower
average score in all four tests, but all differences were seven scale score points or fewer
and were not significant.

Right to information

17.1 am of the view that the contents or attachments contained in this brief are suitable for
publication after the embargo has expired.
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¢ note the publication of the full Australian report on the Programme for International Student

Assessment 2015 (Attachment 1);

¢ note the publication of the full Australian report on the Trends in International Mathematics

and Science Study 2015 (Attachment 2); and

¢ note the summary of results for Queensland and Australia (Attachment 3).

NOTED

MATTHEW JUTSUM

Chief of Staff

Office of the Hon Kate Jones MP

Minister for Education and

Minister for Tourism, Major Events and the

APPROVED/NOT APPROVED
ENDORSED/NOTED

KATE JONES MP

Minister for Education and

Minister for Tourism, Major Events and
the Commonwealth Games

-

Commonwealth Games

/ / /
Minister’s comments
Action Officer Endorsed by: Endorsed by:
Liz Horley Chris Kinsella Robyn Albury
Principal Statistical Officer A/Executive Director A/Assistant Director-General ‘

Performance Analytics and
Reporting
Tel: 3513 6865

Performance Monitoring and
Reporting

Tel: 3513 6844
Mob:[<.47(3)(b) - Cor

Date: 12/03/2017

Strategy and Performance

Tel: 3513 6909
Mob:|s.47(3)(b) - Co
Date: 13/03/2017

Noted by:

Annette Whitehead

Deputy Director-General

Policy, Performance and Planning
Tel: 3034 4773

Mob:

Date: 13/03/2014
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Deputy Director-General
State Schools Division
Tel: 3513 5803

Mob:

Date: 13/03/2017

Endorsed by:
Dr Jim Watterston
Director-General

Tel: 3034 4752
Mob:
Date:
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Briefing Note

The Honourable Kate Jones MP
Minister for Education and
Minister for Tourism, Major Events
and the Commonwealth Games

Action required: For Noting

Action required by: 7 March 2017

Urgent — The My School 2017 website public release by the Australian Curriculum,
Assessment and Reporting Authority is scheduled for 8 March 2017 at 1.00 am.

| SUBJECT: MY SCHOOL 2017 PUBLIC RELEASE — ANTICIPATED 8 MARCH 2017

Summary of key objectives

. e To inform the Minister of the imminent release of the 2017 update to the Australian
Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) My School website
scheduled for 8 March 2017 at 1.00 am Australian Eastern Standard Time (AEST).

Key issues

1. On 3 March 2016, ACARA provided an out-of-session paper to Education Council to
confirm an 8 March 2017 release of My School 2017 and provide an overview of the
updates to be made to My School (Attachment 1).

2. The 8 March 2017 My School update will include:

— 2016 school profile and population data — including updated Index of Community
Socio-Educational Advantage (ICSEA);

— 2016 National Assessment Program — Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) results;

and
— 2015 school financial information, including capital expenditure and sources of
funding.
. 3. A number of website enhancements will also be implemented, comprising:

integration of the Principals’ Portal and My School to allow principals to update their
school comment on My School with changes taking effect immediately;

— a change to the Captcha security settings to delay the presentation of the Captcha
security process until after the user has searched for a small number of schools; and

— removal of the 2009 column in the NAPLAN ‘Results in Graphs’ page to make room
for 2016 data. The 2008 results will be retained on this page as the starting point.
The 2009 results will still be available on the ‘Results in Numbers’ page.

Performance information

4. On 27 February 2017, ACARA conducted separate pre-release briefings with
stakeholders and the media. As part of the stakeholder briefing process, ACARA advised
they had identified 372 selected NAPLAN ‘high gain’ schools.

5. ACARA do not intend to publish the list of selected schools, or to disclose that schools
have been selected. However, information may be provided in relation to these schools
in response to specific media requests.
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6. ACARA have provided a fact sheet for schools demonstrating substantially above
average gain (Attachment 2).

7. Selected schools are those which have made significant gains (at least one standard
deviation) compared to schools which had similar ICSEA scores and students with
similar starting points (initial NAPLAN scores in 2014).

8. In Queensland, 44 schools were selected by ACARA as being high gain schools
(Attachment 3). Of the schools selected:

— 20 are Government schools;
— 13 are Catholic schools; and
— 11 are Independent schools.

9. Schools were selected because their students demonstrated high gain in NAPLAN from
Year 3 to Year 5 or from Year 7 to Year 9.

10. It should be noted no Queensland state schools have been identified based on Year 7 to
Year 9 gain due to Year 7 in 2014 being in primary schools.

11. Principals of schools identified as high gain schools have been emailed by ACARA
advising them of their schools’ above average improvement in performance on NAPLAN
and ACARA'’s planned communication activities.

2016 School ICSEA

12. ICSEA values were generally similar to those from previous years, with the exception of
seven Queensland schools which had a change in their ICSEA value of at least
80 points (five increased in value and two decreased). All are small schools
with enrolment numbers ranging from 9-66 students, and these changes in ICSEA can
be attributed to the volatility inherent in calculations based on small sample sizes.

13. 1178 (68%) school’'s 2016 ICSEA values remained within 15 points of their 2015 ICSEA
value.

2016 NAPLAN

14. Compared to their ICSEA peers nationally, the performance of Queensland schools is
reasonably similar to that of 2015 (Attachment 4).

2015 Financial information

15. The My School dataset contains updated financial data for the 2015 calendar year.
A School Income Snapshot provides an overview of financial trends for Queensland
schools including national and jurisdictional comparisons (Attachment 5).

Media Implications

16. 1t is likely there will be public and media interest with the updates to My School.
Key messages highlighting these updates are being developed in collaboration between
Strategy and Performance and Community Engagement and Partnerships.

17.1t is also likely there will be public and media interest with the financial updates to
My School given current school funding negotiations.

Background

18. ACARA first released My School on 28 January 2010 at www.myschool.edu.au.
My School content includes nine years of NAPLAN testing, seven years of financial data
(2009-15), detailed school information displayed through the school profile,
and information about local communities.
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19. My School allows for comparisons of school NAPLAN results for schools with students
from statistically similar backgrounds using the ICSEA scale. The ICSEA scale is
calculated according to the same methodology employed in 2016, based on student and
school-level factors.

20. A school’'s NAPLAN results are not reported when there are fewer than five students with
results. This rule is applied for reasons of statistical reliability, as well as to protect the
privacy of students in small schools.

21. Queensland is one of only three jurisdictions, along with Victoria and the Australian
Capital Territory (government sector only for ACT), able to provide post-school
destination information to report on My School.

Right to information

22. 1 am of the view that the contents or attachments contained in this brief are not suitable
for publication.
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Recommendation
That the Minister:

e note the release of the 2017 update to the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and
Reporting Authority (ACARA) My School website scheduled for 8 March 2017 at 1.00 am
Australian Eastern Standard Time;

¢ note the list of schools selected by ACARA as National Assessment Program — Literacy
and Numeracy high gain schools (Attachment 3); and

¢ note key findings from the initial analysis of My School financial data (Attachment 5).

NOTED APPROVED/NOT APPROVED
ENDORSED/NOTED

MATTHEW JUTSUM KATE JONES MP

Chief of Staff Minister for Education and

Office of the Hon Kate Jones MP Minister for Tourism, Major Events

Minister for Education and and the Commonwealth Games

Minister for Tourism, Major Events and
the Commonwealth Games

Minister’s comments

Action Officer Endorsed by: Endorsed by: Endorsed by: Endorsed by:
Nicole de Groot Chris Kinsella Robyn Albury Duncan Anson Adam Black
Senior Information A/Executive Director A/Assistant Executive Director Assistant

Officer Performance Director-General Financial Strategy & Director-General
Performance Monitoring & Strategy & Advice Finance and CFO
Analytics & Reporting Reporting Performance

Tel: 3513 6866 Tel: 3513 6844 Tel: 3513 6909 Tel: 3513 6610 Tel: 3513 6601

Mob:[s.47(3)(b) - Col  Mob:[s.47(3)(b) - Cod  Mob:[s:47(3)(b) - Col  Mob:[s.47(3)(b) - Con
Date: 05/03/2017 Date: 06/03/2017 Date: 07/03/2017 Date: 07/03/2017

Endorsed by: Endorsed by: Noted by: Endorsed by:

Jeff Hunt Pia St Clair Annette Whitehead Dr Jim Watterston
Deputy Director- Assistant Director-General Deputy Director-General  Director-General
General

Corporate Services  Strategic Policy and Policy, Performance and

Intergovemmental Relations  Planning

Tel: 3034 4752 Tel: 3034 5905 Tel: 3034 4773 Tel: 3034 4752
Mob:|s.47(3)(b) - Co Mob:[s.47(3)(b) - Co Mob: |s.47(3)(b) - Co Mob:
Date: 07/03/2017 Date: 07703720 Date: 07/03/2017 Date:
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Briefing Note

The Honourable Kate Jones MP
Minister for Education and

Minister for Tourism and Major Events

Action required: For Noting

Action required by: 27 January 2017

Urgent — The 2015 Australian Early Development Census (AEDC) will be published in the
Report on Government Services due for release late January 2017 or early February 2017.

SUBJECT: AUSTRALIAN EARLY DEVELOPMENT CENSUS

Summary of key objectives

e To provide an update to the Minister on the Australian Early Development Census (AEDC)
and information to be released in the 2017 Report on Government Services.

¢ Results indicate a slight (though not statistically significant) improvement in early childhood
developmental outcomes in Queensiand between 2012 and 2015.

e Overall, and at domain level, children in Queensland continue to be relatively more
‘developmentally vulnerable than other states and territories, apart from Northern Territory.

Key issues

1. The results of the third national AEDC collection undertaken in 2015 were released by the
Honourable Simon Birmingham, Minister for Education and Training (Cth) in March 2016.

2. National, state and community 2015 AEDC results are publicly available through a national
report, community profiles and interactive maps on the national AEDC website.

3. Further AEDC data about how children are faring on four or more domains will be published
early in 2017 in the Report on Government Services.

Overview AEDC outcomes :
4. In 2015, 64.9% of Queensland children were considered on track in four or more domains —

an improvement from 60.2% in 2009 and 64.2% in 2012. On this indicator, Queensland’s
2015 result of 64.9% remains below the national average of 69.4%.

5. The national and state results for on track in four or more domains were not included in the
AEDC national report released in 2016. This data will be released publicly in the Report on
Government Services due for release late January or early February 2017.

6. Developmental vulnerability has decreased in Queensland more than any other state or
territory since 2009.

7. Significant improvement has been made in Queensland on the language and cognitive skills
domain. This domain also has the highest proportion of children developmentally on track.

8. Improvement in AEDC results in Queensland since 2009 may be related to increased
kindergarten participation.

9. AEDC results should be considered within the context of demographic factors which may
impact on outcomes particularly noting Queensland’s geographical spread, socio-economic
variability and the language diversity of communities where children live. Children living in
socio-economically disadvantaged or remote areas, Indigenous children, boys and children
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19. Materials will be developed to support Prep teachers to respond to the AEDC results in their
classroom through supporting the holistic development of children and providing greater
continuity between teaching and learning in school and early childhood settings.

20. New resources and training materials for schools will be developed to assist in embedding
the AEDC in transition to school initiatives. The Supporting successful transitions: school
decision-making tool provides a framework for schools to work collaboratively with families,
early childhood education and care services and communities to support children’s early
learning and development and transition to school. Effective use of data and reciprocal
relationships are two of the five action areas for school leaders to review their practice.

21. The department will also produce and disseminate a Queensland AEDC report to ensure
state-level data is accessible to community service providers and policy makers in
Queensland (Ref: 16/565854). The report will include practical examples and stories of how
the AEDC is being used by schools, early childhood services, communities, local
governments and researchers to support action.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Impacts

22. The proportion of Indigenous children in Queensland considered developmentally vulnerable
on one or more domains has increased (though not significantly) from 43.0% in 2012 to
43.9% in 2015.

23. Similar to the results generally, the results for Queensland Indigenous children in 2015 show
higher vulnerability than the national average of 42.1%.

24. Across all domains, a higher proportion of Indigenous children in Queensiand are
considered developmentally vulnerable compared with non-Indigenous children. The
difference is highest in the language and cognitive skills domain. Attachment 1 details
Queensland AEDC results and relative performance.

Media Implications

25. It is likely that there will only be limited public and media interest in the national 2015 AEDC
results given most of the results were released in March 2016.

26. There may be some public and media interest in relation to the additional AEDC state and
national 2015 results for how children are faring on four or more domains. Speaking notes
are provided for the Minister on the 2015 AEDC outcomes and how the Queensland
Government is responding at Attachment 2.

Legal Implications

27. AEDC data are owned by the Australian Government and provision, storage and use of
Queensland-specific AEDC datasets are strictly governed by a formal agreement.
Non-compliance with these requirements may result in the Department’s access to AEDC
data being withdrawn.

Background

AEDC collection
28. The AEDC is a nationwide census of early childhood development as children transition into

their first year of school.

29. The AEDC gathers information to create a snapshot at a community level of how children
are developing as they enter their first year of school.

30. For the collection, teachers answer approximately 100 online questions for each Prep child
in their class. Teachers’ professional expertise and knowledge of the children they teach
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means they are well-placed to make observations and analysis about children’s
development.

31. The AEDC is conducted every three years, with results from the third national collection
undertaken in 2015 available on the AEDC website.

Right to information

32. 1 am of the view that the contents or attachments contained in this brief are not suitable for
publication.

Action Officer Endorsed by:

Mary Lincoln Gabrielle Sinclair

Director DDG

Early Leaming Pathways Early Childhood and Community
Engagement

Tel: 3328 6704 Tel: 3034 5976

M:[s-47G)(B) - Con M{SZ7()(0] - Col

Date: 17/01/2017 Date: 17/01/2017
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Briefing Note

The Honourable Kate Jones MP
Minister for Education and
Minister for Tourism, Major Events
and the Commonwealth Games

Action required: For Noting

Action required by: N/A

Routine — the Australian Early Development Census report will be released in
March 2017.

SUBJECT: RELEASE OF THE LATEST QUEENSLAND AUSTRALIAN EARLY
DEVELOPMENT CENSUS REPORT
Summary of key objectives

e For the Minister to note the release of the Queensland Australian Early Development
Census (AEDC) report (the Report) (Attachment 1).

Key issues

1. The purpose of the Report is to ensure state-level data is accessible to community service
providers and policy makers in Queensland to support early childhood development.

2. The Report is a snapshot of state-level data which also includes practical examples and
stories of how the AEDC is being used by schools, early childhood services, communities,
local governments and researchers to support action.

Accountability and purpose

3. Queensland has an agreement with the Australian Government under the 2015 AEDC
Funding Agreement (the Agreement).

4. The Agreement requires Queensland to provide periodic progress reports to the Australian
Government.

5. One of the key activities for the Phase 4 (Community action) Progress Report 2016-17 is to
develop and publish the Report.

6. The AEDC data provides evidence to support policy, planning and action for health,
education and community support. The AEDC can assist all levels of government to develop
flexible approaches to policy and planning to address the evolving needs of children and
families in the future.

7. The state-level data referenced in the Report supports communities to understand the local
levels of developmental wvulnerability, and where the vulnerability exists within their
community, and provides a catalyst for reflecting on possible influences on children’s
development before arriving at school.

Data source and report structure

8. The Report is informed by data from the 2015 AEDC collection. The data is based on Prep
teacher responses to a 100 item instrument per child across five key domains of growth and
development.

9. Over 65,000 (97.1%) eligible children in Queensland were represented in the 2015 AEDC
collection.
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10. Contained within the Report are key findings, analyses of AEDC summary indicators and
domain-level trends in the context of national data and review of how early childhood
development is shaped by a range of community-level factors.

11. The Department of Education and Training’s (DET) Performance Monitoring and Reporting
Branch analysed the data and was instrumental in producing the data tables for the Report.

Key findings

12. The majority of children in Queensland are developing well as they transition to school.
Across Queensland, nearly two thirds (40,338) of children were developmentally on track in
four or more domains.

13. Since 2009, the proportion of children developmentally on track in four or more domains has
improved at a faster rate in Queensland than nationally.

14. Since 2009, developmental vulnerability has decreased in Queensland more than any other
state or territory.

15. Significant improvement has been made in Queensland on the language and cognitive skills
domain. This domain also has the highest proportion of children developmentally on track.

16. Developmental wvulnerability has increased in Queensiand on the physical health and
wellbeing, emotional maturity and social competence domains between 2012 and 2015.
This is also consistent with the national trend.

17. Despite broad improvements over time, there has been little change in the relativities
between jurisdictions and Queensland continues to perform significantly worse than the
national average across all five domains of the AEDC.

Considerations

18. Queensland has higher levels of vulnerability than most other jurisdictions for reasons which
are not fully understood. As there are many influences on early childhood outcomes, it is not
possible to single out a cause and effect relationship with any specific factor.

Kindy participation

19. Australian research using the AEDC Report has found attending preschool was associated
with stronger developmental outcomes.

20. Kindergarten participation has improved dramatically since 2008 and since this time
vulnerability has decreased, although more modestly.

Vulnerability
Kindy One or
Participation more
domains
2008 29.0% 29.6%
2014 >95% 26.1%

21. During this time, kindergarten participation has also increased dramatically in other
jurisdictions. Consistent with this trend, relativities between jurisdictions have remained fairly
constant.

Parental engagement and reading to children

22. Research studies have reported parenting practices such as reading to children,
using complex language, responsiveness, and warmth in interactions are all associated with
better developmental outcomes.
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Impacts

32. The 2015 AEDC national data indicates Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children are
twice as likely as non-Indigenous children to be developmentally vulnerable in one or more
domains.

33. In Queensland, the difference is less, with 43.9% of Indigenous children vulnerable in one or
more domains compared with 24.66% of non-Indigenous children.

Background

34.0n 23 June 2014, the Deputy Director-General, Early Childhood and Community
Engagement, signed the Agreement.

35. Under the Agreement, DET is eligible to receive a total value of $1,232,900, subject to
satisfaction of terms and conditions.

36. The 2015 AEDC collection is the third triennial collection of this data on a national scale.

37. The Report will be released in March 2017, and dissemination will include distribution by
mail to identified organisations and to departmental regions. A dissemination strategy will be
developed prior to the release date.

Right to information

38.1 am of the view that the contents or attachments contained in this brief are suitable for
publication.
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That the Minister note the release of the Queensland Australian Early Development

Census report, provided at Attachment 1.

NOTED

MATTHEW JUTSUM

Chief of Staff

Office of the Hon Kate Jones MP

Minister for Education and

Minister for Tourism, Major Events and the
Commonwealth Games

NOTED

KATE JONES MP

Minister for Education and

Minister for Tourism, Major Events and the
Commonwealth Games

/ / / /
Minister’s comments
Action Officer Endorsed by: Endorsed by: Endorsed by:
Jonnita Gillam Mark Cooper Lesley Robinson Dr Jim Watterston
Principal Policy Officer ~ A/Director A/Deputy Director-General Director-General

Early Leamning Pathways
Tel: 3513 563563 Tel: 3328 6703
Mob:
Date: 06/12/2016

Early Childhood and
Community Engagement
Tel: 3034 5976 Tel: 3034 4752

Mob: |s.47(3)(b) - Co Mob:
Date: 01/03/2017 Date:
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