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Briefing Note 
The Honourable Kate Jones MP 
Minister for Education and 
Minister for Tourism and Major Events 

Action required: For Approval 

Action required by: 6 February 2017 

Routine — Approval of proposed permanent closure of Mackenzie River State School is 
sought as soon as possible to allow sufficient time for the community consultation 
process to be undertaken before the commencement of the 2018 school year. 

SUBJECT: VIABILITY OF MACKENZIE RIVER STATE SCHOOL 

Summary of key objectives 

• To inform the Minister that Mackenzie River State School (SS) currently has no student 
enrolments in 2017, and there are no forecasted enrolments for 2018 or beyond. 

• To seek the Minister's approval for: 
me\ 

— the gazettal of the proposed permanent closure of the school (Attachment 1); and • 

— initiating a consultation process on behalf of the Minister to be led by the Regional 
Director, Central Queensland Region, regarding the proposed school closure. 

Key issues 

1. The February Census 2016 recorded that Mackenzie River SS had one student enrolled in 
Year 6, one student enrolled in Year 5 and one student enrolled in Year 4. The Year 6 
student finished his primary school studies at the end of the 2016 school year. The Year 5 
and Year 4 students left the school at the end of 2016. 

2. The Principal has notified the Regional Office that the school had no enrolments on Day 1, 
2017 and sustainable enrolments are not likely in the foreseeable future. 

3. The Queensland Government Statistician's Office has advised there are currently seven 
students residing in the Mackenzie River SS catchment area. 

4. Should the Minister approve gazettal of a notice of the proposed permanent closure of 
Mackenzie River SS in the Government Gazette, it will allow the Department of Education 
and Training (DET) to proactively consult with the community about the future viability of the 
school as there are no student enrolments in 2017, and there are no forecasted enrolments 
for 2018 or beyond. 

5. Under the Education (General Provisions) Act 2006 (Q1d) (EGPA), a school closure cannot 
happen until six months after the gazettal of the proposed closure. 

6. Therefore, it is proposed the Minister approve: 

the gazettal of the proposed permanent closure of the school (Attachment 1); and 

— the Regional Director, Central Queensland Region, to conduct a community consultation 
process about the proposed permanent closure. 	yr' 

7. Post gazettal, the process involves: 

— the Regional Director, Central Queensland Region, advising the community; 

— the Regional Director, Central Queensland Region, conducting community consultation; 
and 
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— a decision to be made by the Minister considering the information arising from the 
consultation. 

8. On the Minister's behalf, the Regional Director will be responsible for leading the community 
consultation regarding the proposed permanent closure. The consultation method/s will be 
determined at the regional level. The consultation process is expected to occur within a 
period of 10 weeks following gazettal. 

9. Following community consultation, the Regional Director will provide a report on the 
outcome and this will form the basis of a recommendation through the Director-General, 
DET, to the Minister. 

10. Mackenzie River SS is in proximity to two other state schools: 

— Middlemount Community School, 37.4 kilometres north west; and 

— Dingo State School, 92.8 kilometres south east. 

11. These schools will have capacity to accommodate any future Mackenzie River enrolments 
that may arise. 

Media Implications 

12. Negative media attention is possible if the school is kept open without enrolments. 

Financial Implications 

13. It is not cost effective for DET to maintain an open school with no enrolments. 

Legal Implications 

14. As outlined in the EGPA, a proposed permanent closure requires the proposed closure to be 
gazetted. 

15. A permanent closure cannot happen: 

— unless community consultation has occurred post gazettal of the notice of intended 
closure; and 

within six months of the date of publication of the gazettal. 

Background 

16. Mackenzie River SS is situated within a farming community, 243 kilometres north west of 
Rockhampton. The school's catchment is located within the Isaac Regional Council and the 
area is represented by the State Member for Gregory and the Federal Member for 
Capricornia. 

17. Enrolments have been in steady decline in recent years as follows: 

Year Enrolments Notes 

2016 3 In 2016, there were seven students residing in the Mackenzie 
River SS catchment. Six students attended Dingo SS and the 
remaining student attended Mackenzie River SS. 

Two 	students 	were 	travelling 	from 	the 	catchments 	of 
Banana SS and Blackwater SS. 

2015 10 three of whom resided in the Mackenzie River SS catchment. 

2014 12 seven of whom resided in the Mackenzie River SS catchment. 

2013 16 five of whom resided in the Mackenzie River SS catchment. 

2012 28 seven of whom resided in the Mackenzie River SS catchment. 
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18. The school currently has one full time equivelant temporary principal; 12 hours per week 
teacher-aide allocation; and 17.5 hours per fortnight of administration officer support. 
If the school is Gazetted for Closure, a consultation process will be undertaken with staff 
regarding redeployment within the system. However, the Principal is temporary, 
the Administrative Assistant has indicated she will retire if the school closes and the 
Teacher-Aide has been allocated a position at another school. 

Right to information 

19. I am of the view that the contents or attachments contained in this brief are not suitable for 
publication due to confidential content. 
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Endorsed by: 
Dr Jim Watterston 
Director-General 

Tel: 3034 4752 
M: 
Date: 12( 7 

Recommendation 

That the Minister: 

• note Mackenzie River State School (SS) has no current students enrolled and no 
foreseeable enrolments; 

O sign and approve the publication of a notice of the proposed permanent closure of 
Mackenzie River SS in the Government Gazette (Attachment 1) as required under 
s18 of the Education (General Provisions) Act 2006, given the school has no 
enrolments for 2017 and is unlikely to have sustainable enrolments in the near future; 
and 

• note that, if approved, the Central Queensland Region will initiate a community 
consultation process following the gazettal of the proposed permanent closure of 
Mackenzie River SS and will provide a report of the outcomes to the Minister. 

NOTED 	 APPROVED/NOT APPROVED 
ENDORSED/NOTED 

MATTHEW JUTSUM 
Chief of Staff 
Office of the Hon Kate Jones MP 
Minister for Education and 
Minister for Tourism and Major Events  

KATE JOI*S MP 
Minister for t ducation and 
Minister for Tourism and Major Events 

-4/ 

Minister's comments 

Action Officer 
Grant Webb 
A/Director Regional Services 
Central Queensland Region 
Tel: 4842 8305 

Date: 02/12/2016 

Endorsed by: 
Kim Fredericks 
Regional Director 
Central Queensland Region 
Tel: 4616 3722 

Date: 02/12/2016 

Endorsed by: 
Graham Dredge 
Executive Director 
Infrastructure Operations 
Tel: 3034 4871 
M
Date: 08/12/2016 

Endorsed by: 
Tom Jumpertz 
Executive Director 
LALB 
Tel: 3513 5850 
M:
Date: 16/12/2016 

Endorsed by: 
Kevin Mara 
Assistant Director-General 
Infrastructure Services 
Tel: 3034 4520 
M
Date: 20/12/2016  

Endorsed by: 
Jeff Hunt 
Deputy Director-General 
Corporate Services 
Tel: 3034 4771 
M:
Date: 30/01/2017  

Endorsed by: 
Patrea Walton 
Deputy Director-General 
State Schools 
Tel: 3034 4760 
M:
Date: 01/02/2017 
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DRAFT GAZETTAL NOTICE 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

Mackenzie River State School has had declining enrolment over the past four (4) years and 
in 2017 the school has zero enrolments. Under s18 and s19 of the Education General 
Provisions Act (2006), there is a need to consider the school’s future given that the school 
has no current or no known future enrolments. 

Mackenzie River State School, Central Queensland Region  

Contact details:  
Regional Director, Central Queensland Region  
PO Box 138 
Rockhampton  Qld  4700 
Phone: (07) 4932 4051 
email: kim.fredericks@det.qld.gov.au  
 

Under s19 of the Act, community consultation will now commence and the local community 
is invited to make a submission regarding the proposed closure. Parties interested in making 
a submission should contact the Regional Director at the above email for further information. 
 
Kate Jones MP 
Minister for Education and 
Minister for Tourism and Major Events 

 
TRIM Ref:  16/564101 
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DRAFT GAZETTAL NOTICE 
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Provisions Act (2006), there is a need to consider the school’s future given that the school 
has no current or no known future enrolments. 

Mackenzie River State School, Central Queensland Region  
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Regional Director, Central Queensland Region  
PO Box 138 
Rockhampton  Qld  4700 
Phone: (07) 4932 4051 
email: kim.fredericks@det.qld.gov.au  
 

Under s19 of the Act, community consultation will now commence and the local community 
is invited to make a submission regarding the proposed closure. Parties interested in making 
a submission should contact the Regional Director at the above email for further information. 
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DRAFT GAZETTAL NOTICE 

PROPOSED SCHOOL CLOSURE NOTICE 

Given the following school has zero enrolments, under s.18 of the Education General 
Provisions Act (2006), the school is proposed for closure: 

Ryeford State School, Darling Downs South West Region 

Contact details:  
Regional Director, Darling Downs South West Region  
PO Box 38 
Toowoomba Qld 4350 
Phone: (07) 4616 3771 
email: Enquiries.DDSW_TOOWOOMBA@dete.qld.gov.au  
 
Community consultation regarding this proposal will now commence. Members of the school 
community including are invited to make a submission regarding the proposed closure or 
contact the relevant Regional Director for further information. 

 
Kate Jones MP 
Minister for Education and 
Minister for Tourism and Major Events 
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Consultation Plan 

Ryeford State School 
9 May 2015 

 
Background 
Ryeford State School has had declining enrolments over the past five years and in 
2016 the school has zero enrolments.  Under s18 and s19 of the Education (General 
Provisions) Act 2016, there is a need to consider the school’s future given that the 
school has no current and no know future enrolments.  A notice was placed in the 
Queensland Government Gazette No. 70, 22 April 2016, indicating that 
communication consultation will commence regarding the possible closure of 
Ryeford State School. 
 
Stakeholders 
Ryeford State School has been temporarily closed since 25 January 2016 (refer 
TRIM No. 15/309085), there is currently no school staff working from the school or 
an operating P&C Association. Under normal circumstances, the Principal and P&C 
Association President would indicate stakeholders to be involved in the consultation 
processes.  The Principal, while not working on-site, has been consulted regarding 
identified stakeholders. 
 
Consultation with the general community could include the following stakeholders: 
 
 Community members 
 Past students and parents 
 Elected representatives 
 Department of Transport 
 Regional Office Staff (Corporate Services, Leadership Team) 
 
Consultation Activities 
To provide stakeholder the opportunity to provide input, a range of consultation 
activities and schedule are identified below:   
 
Consultation Activity Date Purpose of Activity 
Generic email address 
provided for community 
submissions 

Open until 3 
June 2016 

Provide opportunity for community 
members to provide feedback to 
Regional Director.  Written 
submissions supporting the school’s 
viability will be accepted in addition 
to the information collected at other 
consultation activities.  The 
submissions will be included in the 
final consultation report. 

Article placed in 
neighbouring schools’ 
newsletter 

Week 5-6 of 
school Term 
11-20 May 

To inform the community of the 
review process 
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Community Meeting – all 
community members 
welcome (Assistant 
Regional Director and 
Director – Regional 
Services to provide 
information) 

Week 7 of 
school term 
24 May 
5:30-6:30pm 
Clifton State 
School Library 

Provide an explanation of the review 
process and inform the community of 
processes involved in this 
consultation, including the 
consultation plan and how they can 
participate in the process.  
Opportunities for questions and initial 
feedback will be captured. 

Advice provided to Local 
Member and Toowoomba 
Regional Council Mayor 

11 May  Letter to provide information about 
consultation process and seek 
feedback. 

Final community meeting Not required To inform and update the community 
on the progress of the Ryeford SS 
consultation process. 

Consultation prepared 
and provided to Central 
Office for consideration 

By 15 July Findings of consultation process 
summarised and Ministerial Brief 
prepared. 

 
Communication Options 
Parties interested in making a submission should contact the Regional Director by 
emailing Enquiries.DDSW_TOOWOOMBA@dete.qld.gov.au.  Postal submission can 
be made to: 
 
Regional Director 
Darling Downs South West Region 
PO Box 38 
TOOWOOMBA  QLD  4350 
 
Contact Details 
Name Phone Email 
John Mulcahy 
Director – Regional Services 

46163722 John.mulcahy@dete.qld.gov.au 

Russell Simpson 
Regional Director 

46163722 Russell.simpson@dete.qld.gov.au  
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DRAFT GAZETTAL NOTICE 

PROPOSED SCHOOL CLOSURE NOTICE 

Given the following school has zero enrolments, under s.18 of the Education General 
Provisions Act (2006), the school is proposed for closure: 

Bambaroo State School, North Queensland Region 
Contact details:  
Regional Director, North Queensland Region  
PO Box 5179 
Townsville  QLD  4810 
Phone: (07) 4758 3222 

email: nqcorrespondence@dete.qld.gov.au  

Community consultation regarding this proposal will now commence. Members of the school 
community are invited to make a submission regarding the proposed closure or to contact 
the relevant Regional Director for further information. 

 
 
Kate Jones MP 
Minister for Education and 
Minister for Tourism and Major Events 
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DRAFT GAZETTAL NOTICE 

PROPOSED SCHOOL CLOSURE NOTICE 

Given the following school has zero enrolments, under s.18 of the Education General 
Provisions Act (2006), the school is proposed for closure: 

Helens Hill State School, North Queensland Region 
Contact details:  
Regional Director, North Queensland Region  
PO Box 5179 
Townsville  QLD  4810 
Phone: (07) 4758 3222 

email: nqcorrespondence@dete.qld.gov.au  

Community consultation regarding this proposal will now commence. Members of the school 
community are invited to make a submission regarding the proposed closure or to contact 
the relevant Regional Director for further information. 

 
 
Kate Jones MP 
Minister for Education and 
Minister for Tourism and Major Events 
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