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Deganment File Ref: ZQ/75934Ql 

Briefing Note 
The Honourable Grace Grace MP 
Minister for Education 
Minister for Industrial Relations and 
Minister for Racing 

Action required: For Noting 

Action required by: NIA 

Routine 

SUBJECT: MABEL PARK STATE HIGH SCHOOL — EDUCATION FUTURE SKILLS 
PATHWAYS AND GROWTH LEARNING SPACES PRfiTS 

Summary of key objectives v 
. For the Minister to note: 1Q 

k the integration of the design and delivery forthe E cglon Future Skills Pathways and 
Growth — Learning Spaces projects at Mabel P te High School (SHS); and 

— the integrated solution will include scope chfig s to deliver a new building with 17 

learning spaces (Growth) and two autom 've aining spaces. 

Key issues Q/ 
1. There are two projects planned at M ark SHS: 

— an automotive training facili eluding equipment to support bothpractical and 
theoretical learning and s development. This was announced as part of the 
Education Future Skills ays program, funded in the 2020-21 Budget presented 
as part of election 00% ents in the Local Schools, Local Jobs policy; and 

— a new building% ditional classrooms which has been funded in the 2020-21
o Budget as p e Growth -— Learning Spaces program. The design for this new 

building ha progressing and is scheduled for completion in 2022‘ 

2‘ As pan of th nning and school engagement for the automotive training facility, the 
following has been noted: 

— the school already has a Trade Training Centre that is an engineering workshop; 

f the school has advised that the proposed Automotive Training curriculum will be split 
across the campus with ‘dirty’ and ‘clean’ spaces; 

— the Education Future Skills Pathways project will comprise the ‘clean’ spaces. The 
‘dirty’ workshop areas will remain in the existing Trade Training Centre; 

~ two ‘clean’ spaces can be delivered as part of the new building for additional 
classrooms, which already includes other specialist spaces; and 

— the ‘clean' spaces in the new building will strengthen the school’s Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) curriculum. 

3. As a result, the scope of this project will be changed to ‘New Automotive Training Spaces’. 

4. This scope change, which also has curriculum implications, has been endorsed by the 
Regional Director, South East Region. 
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5‘ The original scope for the Growth — Learning Spaces project was to provide 14 Iearning 
spaces including a number of specialist spaces. 

6. It is proposed to integrate the design and delivery of these two projects to include the new 
‘clean’ automotive training spaces in the new building (rather than two separate builds on 
the campus). This will minimise disruption to the schoo! and obtain efficiencies in space, 
cost and program that provide best value for money for the Depanment 0f Education. 

7‘ The revised design to integrate the automotive training spaces in the new building will also 
deliver three additional learning spaces, funded as part of the Growth program. 

Media implications and opportunities 

8. There are no immediate media implications or opportunities. 

9. The construction project will require a Ministerial Designation 
C)& 

Financial Implications 2g) 
10. Any financial implications associated with the scope changeqjgflgb ddressed through a 

Project Commencement Brief 

Human rights @Q 
11. The ‘Right to education’ is relevant but this fight/{Riga e limited by this decision. 

Background 

12. The schoo|’s vision for the spaces is to h 

electric and battery technologies, suc 

13‘ The school has further advised t automotive industry has changed significantly in 
the last decade and will contin t volve. The school would like the spaces to extend 
students beyond the tradwu motive certificate courses, which would still be offered. 

ean' automotive technologies utilising new 
~ ctronic scooters and solar powered vehicles‘ 

14. The specific courses ex o be deiivered include: 

~ Certificate II in technology; 

— Certificate ll ht Vehicle Mechanical Technology; 

— Certificgmy Automotive Mechanical Technology; and 

~ Cert‘ V in Electrical — Renewable Energy‘ 
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Ministerial Meeting Briefing Note 
The Honourable Grace Grace MP 
Minister for Education 
Minister for Industrial Relations and 
Minister for Racing 

MEETING DETAILS: 

Time/Date: 23 February 2021, 3.30 pm, Room A29 Parliament House 

1 

Meeting: Mr Shane Knuth MP, Member for Hill 

‘ 

Departmental Ms Chantal Casey, Acting Assistant Director Gena 
‘ Rep (if req): Infrastructure Services Branch 

in/<_ 
Key issues \vei 
1‘ On 26 January 2021, the Yungaburra State School (SS) P le$\s and Citizens’ Association 

(P&C) contacted Mr Shane Knuth MP, Member for Hi I, gifding shade solutions for the 
school's junior playground. 

2. The P&C is seeking financial assistance to insmrd cover shade structure to provide 
an all-weather play area and greater sun protect or the junior students 

Background

Q 3. In September 2020, significant sto age was sustained to the junior playground 
shade sail cover, leaving the area t shade protection for junior students. 

4. The school notified the Depart of Education at the time and requested assistance lo 
rectlfy the damage

Q 5. QBuild was notified im I ely and attended the school to carry ou( ‘make safe’ work, 
inciuding trimming tre d removing debris. 

6‘ The school has 
' ' 

ted that given the limited protection from ultraviolet rays provided to 
students byt e o 

' 

al shade cover! a hard cover shade structure would be more effective 
and allow {Q eather use of the play area, suitable for Far North Queensland weather 
comma? 

7. The Yung burra SS senior playground already has a hard cover shade structure in place. 

8. An insurance claim has been lodged with the Queensland Government Insurance Fund 
(QGIF) by the school as the damage caused to the original structure was sustained during 
storm activity‘ The outcome of the claim has not yet been received 

9 On 8 February 2021, the Infrastructure Adviser, Far North Queensland, met with the school 
to determine its requirements for the junior playground shade cover replacement‘ 

10. The school advised that QBuild had undertaken a site visit and is preparing the quote for 
the QGIF claim to replace the three sail shades that were damaged. 

11. Of the three damaged sail shades, it is proposed that two be replaced like-for-like, wnth the 
third cover over the junior playground to be upgraded to a hard cover shade structure. 

Financial Implications 

12. The P&C has advised that it had applied for a funding grant from the Cancer Council for 
the hard shade cover; however, this application was unsuccessful. 
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Defianmem File Ref’, 21/49675 

Briefing Note 
The Honourabie Grace Grace MP 
Minister for Education 
Minister for Industrial Relations and 
Minister for Racing 

Action required: For Approval 

Action required by: ASAP 

Urgent: Granting of project commencement approval at this flme will allow the 
projects to proceed without delay. 

SPACES AT CALAMVALE COMMUNITY COLLE AWNTON STATE 
SUBJECT: PROJECT COMMENCEMENT APPROVALS FOR A$NAL LEARNING 

SCHOOL, KALLANGUR STATE SCHOOL AND/Ya) GA STATE SCHOOL 

Summary of key objectives 

. To seek the Minister's project commencement appr as per the schedule provided at 
Attachment 1 for the provision of additional Ie 

' 
paces at: Calamvale Community 

College, Lawnton State School (SS), Kallangur d Yeronga SS for 2022. 

- For the Minister to note all four projects a of the Queensland Government's Great 
Schools, Great Future election oommitméy 

Key issues O 
1. An analysis of infrastructure req 'r nts for 2021-22 indicates that additional capacity is 

needed in a number of scho c ss the State, including Calamvale Community College, 
Lawnton SS, Kallangur S eronga SS. 

2. To address forecast nt enrolment demand, the Queensland Government has 
committed fundin e construction of additional learning spaces at four schools 
(Attachment 1). 

3. The design We proposed facilities have been developed in consultation with the 
respectiv ls, Parents and Citizens’ Associations, their communities and Department 
of Educa DoE) personnel to ensure the best educational outcomes and value for 
money are achieved. 

Ministerial Designations 

4. The Department of Energy and Public Works has confirmed where there is a requirement 
to seek Infrastructure Designation prior to contract award and this is reflected in 

Attachment 1‘ 

Media Implications 

5. Pending project commencement approvals, positive media opportunities in the short term 
may include announcement 0f contract award to the successfu‘ contractors, and a possible 
sod turning event fotlowing contract award for each project. 

6. There are no known media implications at this time. - 

Financial Implications 

7. Each individual project for which approval is sought is valued between $5 million and 

$10 million (including GST). The Minister for Education, Minister for Industrial Relations 
and Minister for Racing may approve the commencement of projects valued between 
$5 million and $10 million (including GST). 
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Ministerial Meeting Briefing Note 
The Honourable Grace Grace MP 
Minister for Education 
Minister for Industrial Relations and 
Minister for Racing 

MEETING DETAILS: 

Time/Date: 4pm, 25 February 2021 l 

‘ 

Meeting/Event: Minister Grace is meeting with Mr Aaron Harper MP, Member for 
—~! 

Thunngowa 

Departmental Ms Chantal Casey, Acting Assistant Directorgggl,fi Infrastructure
‘ 

Rep: Services j\i > ~ 
Key Issues 

‘I. Minister Grace will meet with Mr Aaron Harper MP erforThuringowa regarding the 
new multi- p-urpose hall at Thuringowa State Higx ol).(SHS 

There appears to be a difference betwee gKeeps: and budget allocated under the 
School Halls program and expectations ehool and its Parents and Citizens’ (P&C) 
Association. 

Financial implications 

3v The allocated budget will provid®rO the delivery of a multi-purpose hall. 

Background 

2f 4. On 3 February 2021, epartment of Education’s Infrastructure Services Branch met 
with Thun'ngowa discuss the scope for the new multipurpose hall that has been 
included in the I Halls program‘ 

5. Based on t ated budget and school enrolments, a mum-purpose hall that includes 
a single ill be planned and delivered. 

6. At this ml I meeting with the school, the letter from the P&C to Mr Harper was produced 
(Attachment 1) The schooi advised that the letter outlined the school's requirements. 

7. The allocation of spaces discussed at this meeting were consistent with what is generally 

10. 

11, 

provided for a school size similar to Thuringowa SHS. in addition to the court area, the hall 
will include a kinesiology lab/gym learning space, change rooms, amenities. office, stage, 
kiosk and storage‘ 

On 8 February 2021, Mr Harper wrote to the Minister about the plans for the new hall at 
Thuringowa SHS, which do not include a stage, hospltality grade kitchen or air conditloning 
(Attachment 2). 

The letter identifies the school's expectations to have a hall similar to the hall provided at 
Kirwan SHS, which is a two-court hall. This expectation is beyond the scope and budget 
allocaied for the project, under the current program. 

A mum-purpose (two-court) hall generally requires an enrolment of at least 1800 students 
and a budget of almost double that ofa single hall. 

The current built capacity for the Thurlngowa SHS is 1210. For comparison, Kirwan SHS's 
built capacity is 28064 
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Defianment File Ref. 1‘ 21190318 

Ministerial Meeting Briefing Note 
The Honourable Grace Grace MP 
Minister for Education 
Minister for Industrial Reiations and 
Minister for Racing 

MEETING DETAILS: 

Time/Date: 11 March 2021 at 4.00 pm 

Meeting: 
‘ 

Minister Grace is meeting with Mr Aaron Harper MP, Member for 
‘ ‘ Thuringowa 

Departmental Ms Chantal Casey, Acting Assistant Director-(5%], Infrastructure
‘ 

Rep: Services _ _ \ V_ 
Key Issues &\ 
1‘ Minister Grace will meet with Mr Aaron Harper MP, M bah Thurtngowa, regarding the 

new multi-purpose hall at Thuringowa State H|gh S (SHS). 

2. There appears to be a difference between t o e and budget allocated under the 
School Halls program and expectations of th ch00; and its Parents and Citizens’ 
Association (P8012). 

Financial implications 

3. The allocated budget will provide %; delivery of a multi-purpose hall, 

Background O 
4, On 3 February 2021, th rtment of Education's Infrastructure Services Branch met 

with Thuringowa SH 
' 

uss the scope for the new mum-purpose hall that has been 
included in the ScPQ~ Hs program‘ 

5. Based on the 3% d budget and school enrolments, a multi-purpose hall that includes 
a single cou wi planned and delivered, 

6. At this in‘ ' 
eting with the school, the letter from the P&C to Mr Harper was produced 

(Attac 1)‘ The school advised that the letter outlined the school's requirements. 

7 The allocation of spaces discussed at this meeting was consistent with what is generally 
provided for a school size similar to Thuringowa SHS. In addition to the court area, the hall 
will include a kinesioiogy lab/gym learning space, change rooms, amenities, office, stage, 
kiosk and storage. 

8. On 8 February 2021, Mr Harper wrote to the Minister about the plans for the new hall at 
Thuringowa SHS: which do not include a stage, hospitality grade kitchen or air conditioning 
(Attachment 2), 

9‘ The letter identifies the school's expectations to have a hall similar to the hall provided at 
Kirwan SHS, which is a two-court hall. This expectation is beyond the scope and budget 
allocated for the project, under the current program. 

10. A mum-purpose (two-court) hall generally requires an enrolment of at least 1800 students 
and a budget of almost double that of a single hall. 

11. The current built capacity forthe Thuringowa SHS is 1210. For comparison, Kirwan SHS's 
built capacity is 2806 
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2 

 

Thank you for your continued support of this important program. I look forward to another 
successful PRC. 

Yours sincerely 

GRACE GRACE MP 
Minister for Education 
Minister for Industrial Relations and 
Minister for Racing 

Ref: 21/25077 

Enc
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2021 Premier’s Reading Challenge launch school 
 

List of potential schools for the Premier’s Reading Challenge launch event for the Minister’s Office’s 
consideration. The school will be approached once the Minister’s Office has advised of its preferred 
option.  

 

The following schools have taken part in the PRC since its inception in 2006. 

 Annandale State School (Townsville) 
 Calamvale Community College (Brisbane south) 
 John Paul College (Daisy Hill)  
 Jones Hill State School (Gympie region) 
 Minimbah State School (Caboolture region) 
 Moore Park Beach State School (Bundaberg region) 
 Oakwood State School (Bundaberg region) 
 Wavell Heights State School (Brisbane north) 

Metropolitan state schools that achieved 95 - 100 per cent participation in 2020: 

 Goodna State School (Bundamba Electorate) 
 Wynnum State School (Lytton Electorate) 
 Mackenzie State Primary School (Mansfield Electorate) 
 Darra State School (Inala Electorate) 
 Nundah State School (Clayfield Electorate) 
 Nashville State School (Sandgate Electorate) 
 Kuraby Special School (Stretton Electorate) 

Metropolitan state schools that had over 500 students complete the challenge in 2020: 

 Aspley State School (Aspley Electorate) 
 Goodna State School (Bundamba Electorate) 
 Jamboree Heights State School (Mount Ommaney Electorate) 
 Mansfield State School (Mansfield Electorate) 
 Nundah State School (Clayfield Electorate) 
 Wishart State School (Mansfield Electorate) 
 Wynnum State School (Lytton Electorate) 

Former PRC launch school visits have been held as follows: 

 2020 – no event took place due to COVID-19 
 2019 – Jamboree Heights State School 
 2018 – Nundah State School 
 2017 – Bardon State School 
 2016 – Inala State School 
 2015 – Coorparoo State School 
 2014 – Oakleigh State School 
 2013 – Enoggera State School 
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Name 
Address 1 
Address 2 
Address 3 
 

2021 Premier’s Reading Challenge 
 
Dear Principal 
 
I am proud to be launching the 2021 Premier’s Reading Challenge (PRC).  
 
As you know, reading plays such an important part in students’ lives during their school years 
and beyond. It allows children to actively engage their imagination and opens up a world of 
educational opportunities.  
 
The PRC is a statewide initiative for students from Prep to Year 9 in state and non-state schools. 
Now in its 16th year, the challenge aims to improve literacy and encourage students to engage 
in reading for learning and pleasure. 
 
In 2020, more than 161,000 children and students took part in the challenge, reading more than 
2.23 million books in total. 
 
I am challenging all Queensland students from Prep to Year 9 to read or experience the 
allocated number of books for their reading level (either 15 or 20) during the reading period, 
from 10 May to 27 August 2021.  
 
Please find enclosed a PRC poster to promote the challenge at your schoo  Schools with 100% 
participation (or close to) will go into the running to share in $10,500 worth of book vouchers 
up for grabs. 
 
I invite you to nominate a PRC coordinator to register your school’s participation. Information 
including guidelines, suggested book lists and how to register can be found online at 
www.education.qld.gov.au/schools/readingchallenge. 
 
Should you have any queries, please contact Ms Holley Wiles, Program Manager, Department 
of Education, by email at reading.challenge@qed.qld.gov.au or on (07) 3328 6628. 
 
Thank you for supporting your students and I look forward to your school’s involvement in 
this year’s PRC. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
ANNASTACIA PALASZCZUK MP 
PREMIER OF QUEENSLAND 
MINISTER FOR TRADE  

Ref:  

Enc 
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Name 
Address 1 
Address 2 
Address 3 
 

2021 Premier’s Reading Challenge 
 
Dear Manager 
 
I am proud to be launching the 2021 Premier’s Reading Challenge (PRC). In 2020, nearly 
12,000 children from 318 early childhood centres participated in the challenge.  
 
The PRC is a way to inspire children to develop a love of reading for life. Research shows very 
young children involved in daily activities, such as reading, storytelling, singing and sharing 
rhymes, will have improved vocabulary, language and cognitive skills before they start school.  
 
I encourage your centre to participate in the PRC by tallying the total number of book 
experiences or literary activities that take place during the early childhood participation period, 
which runs from 16 to 27 August 2021. This period will begin the week prior to and including 
this year’s Children’s Book Council of Australia Book Week. Children and centres who 
complete the challenge will receive a Certificate of Achievement.  
 
Please find enclosed a PRC poster to promote the challenge at your centre. Centres that register 
their participation by 9 July 2021, will also receive a wall chart in the mail to keep track of 
their progress during the early childhood participation period. 
 
I invite you to nominate a PRC coordinator to register your centre’s participation. Information 
including guidelines, suggested booklists and how to register can be found at online at 
www.education.qld.gov.au/schools/readingchallenge. 
 
Should you have any queries, please contact Ms Holley Wiles, Program Manager, Department 
of Education, by email at reading.challenge@qed.qld.gov.au or on (07) 3328 6628.  
 
I look forward to your centre’s involvement in this year’s PRC.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
ANNASTACIA PALASZCZUK MP 
PREMIER OF QUEENSLAND 
MINISTER FOR TRADE 

Ref: 

Enc 
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Name 
Address 1 
Address 2 
Address 3 

 
2021 Premier’s Reading Challenge 

 
Dear Librarian 

I am proud to be launching the 2021 Premier’s Reading Challenge (PRC). 

The PRC is a statewide initiative for children and students up to Year 9 from early childhood 
centres, state and non-state schools as well as home-educated students. 

Now in its 16th year, the challenge continues to champion reading and encourage children and 
students to read for pleasure and learning. In 2020, more than 161,000 children and students 
took part in the challenge, reading more than 2.23 million books. 

Prep to Year 9 students in state and non-state schools can participate by reading or experiencing 
books during the reading period from 10 May to 27 August 2021.  

Early childhood centres can participate in the challenge by tallying the total number of book 
experiences and literary activities during an abridged reading period from 16 to 27 August 2021, 
coinciding with Children’s Book Council of Australia Book Week. 

Please find enclosed a PRC poster to promote this beneficial initiative at your library. I am 
once again seeking your support to encourage young people to discover, or rediscover, the 
enjoyment of reading and help make the 2021 challenge another success. 

Further information including guidelines, suggested book lists and how to register can be found 
online at www.education.qld.gov.au/schools/readingchallenge. 

Should you have any queries, please contact Ms Holley Wiles, Program Manager, Department 
of Education, by email at reading.challenge@qed.qld.gov.au or on (07) 3328 6628. 

Thank you for your support of the PRC. 

Yours sincerely 

ANNASTACIA PALASZCZUK MP 
PREMIER OF QUEENSLAND 
MINISTER FOR TRADE 

Ref: 

Enc 
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Dear <Salutation> 

2021 Premier's Reading Challenge 

I am proud to be launching the 2021 Premier’s Reading Challenge (PRC).  

The PRC is a wonderful initiative for children and students to further develop literacy skills by 
encouraging them to read a wide variety of books and texts. As you know, reading plays 
such an important part in students’ lives during their school years and beyond.  

The PRC is a statewide initiative for students from Prep to Year 9 in state and non-state 
schools, as well as early childhood centres. Now in its 16th year, the challenge aims to 
improve literacy and encourage students to engage in reading for learning and pleasure. 

I implore you to contact the state and non-state schools, and early childhood centres in your 
electorate to encourage them to take part in this worthwhile program. Please find enclosed a 
social media tile to help promote the PRC. 

Should you have any queries, please contact Ms Holley Wiles, Program Manager, 
Department of Education, by email at reading.challenge@qed.qld.gov.au or on  
(07) 3328 6628. 

Further information about the PRC can be found at www.qld.gov.au/ReadingChallenge. 

Yours sincerely 

ANNASTACIA PALASZCZUK MP 
Premier and Minister for Trade 

Ref:  

Enc 
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Name 
Address 1 
Address 2 
Address 3 
 

2021 Premier’s Reading Challenge 
 
Dear Principal 

Congratulations on your school’s participation in the 2021 Premier’s Reading Challenge 
(PRC). 

The PRC provides an excellent way to support and encourage school students to develop a love 
of reading and improve their literacy skills. Reading builds their vocabulary and knowledge, 
supports their confidence and stimulates creativity and imagination. 

The program grows from strength to strength, and in 2021 the PRC has seen more than ## 
schools, ## early childhood centres and ## individual readers participate, totalling ## books 
read. Please pass on my thanks to your teachers and school staff for the part they played in this 
wonderful achievement. 

Enclosed are your certificates of achievement to recognise the students who completed  
this year’s challenge. For students who participated but did not complete the challenge,  
the certificate of participation is available for download from the PRC website at 
www.readingchallenge.education.qld.gov.au. 

The PRC Celebration Weeks will be held from 1 to 12 November 2021. I encourage you to use 
this opportunity to hold a special event to celebrate your students’ reading achievements. 

Should you require further information about the PRC, please contact the Department of 
Education by email at reading.challenge@qed.qld.gov.au or on (07) 3328 6628. 

Thank you for your commitment to improving the literacy standards of Queensland students.  

Yours sincerely 

ANNASTACIA PALASZCZUK MP 
PREMIER OF QUEENSLAND 
MINISTER FOR TRADE 

Ref:  

Enc 
 
## (final statistics will be added once registrations have closed on 3 September 2021) 
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2021 Premier’s Reading Challenge 

 
Dear Manager 

Congratulations on your early childhood centre’s participation in the 2021 Premier’s Reading 
Challenge (PRC). 

The PRC is an excellent way to support children at your centre to develop a love of reading. 
Reading builds their vocabulary and knowledge, supports their confidence and stimulates 
creativity and imagination. 

Celebrating 16 years in 2021, the PRC has seen more than ## children from ## early childhood 
centres participate this year. 

Enclosed are your certificates of achievement to recognise the children who participated in this 
year’s challenge, as well as a certificate of achievement to recognise your centre’s involvement. 

The PRC Celebration Weeks will be held from 1 to 12 November 2021. I encourage you to use 
this opportunity to hold a special event to celebrate your centre’s achievements. 

Should you require further information about the PRC, please contact the Department of 
Education by email at reading.challenge@qed.qld.gov.au or on (07) 3328 6628. 

Thank you for sharing the joy of reading with young Queenslanders.   

Yours sincerely 

ANNASTACIA PALASZCZUK MP 
PREMIER OF QUEENSLAND 
MINISTER FOR TRADE 

Ref: 

Enc 
 
## (final statistics will be added once registrations have closed on 3 September 2021  
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Address 1 
Address 2 
Address 3 

 
2021 Premier's Reading Challenge 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians 

Thank you for encouraging your child to participate in the 2021 Premier’s Reading Challenge 
(PRC). I hope they enjoyed the experience. 

Celebrating 16 years in 2021, the PRC continues to provide a great opportunity for students to 
further develop their literacy skills by encouraging them to read a wide variety of books and 
texts.  

Parents and guardians like you, play an important role in literacy development by encouraging 
children to actively engage in reading at home and to challenge themselves.  

This year, the PRC saw more than ## young readers participate from around the state, a 
wonderful achievement by Queensland children and students.  

Please pass on my congratulations to your child for meeting the challenge. Enclosed is a 
certificate to recognise their achievement.  

Should you require further information about the PRC, please contact the Department of 
Education by email at reading.challenge@qed.qld.gov.au or on (07) 3328 6628. 

Thank you for supporting the challenge. 

Yours sincerely 

ANNASTACIA PALASZCZUK MP 
PREMIER OF QUEENSLAND 
MINISTER FOR TRADE 

Ref: 

Enc 

 

 

 
## (final statistics will be added once registrations have closed on 3 September 2021) 
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Dear <Salutation> 

2021 Premier's Reading Challenge Celebration Weeks  

The annual Premier’s Reading Challenge (PRC) is a wonderful initiative for children and 
students to further develop literacy skills by encouraging them to read a wide variety of 
books and texts. As you know, reading plays such an important part in students’ lives during 
their school years and beyond.  

Once again, we’ve had an impressive uptake of the program across Queensland with state 
and non-state schools, centres and home readers taking on the challenge. Those who 
complete the challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by me.  

To recognise and celebrate this achievement, I have written to school principals and early 
childhood centres encouraging them to host a special event during PRC Celebration Weeks, 
held from 1 to 12 November 2021. 

I invite you to support the 2021 PRC by contacting participating state and non-state schools 
in your electorate to become involved in their certificate presentation ceremonies. 

For a list of schools and centres within your electorate that participated, please contact the 
Department of Education by email at reading.challenge@qed.qld.gov.au or on  
(07) 3328 6628. 

Further information about the PRC can be found at www.qld.gov.au/ReadingChallenge. 

Yours sincerely 

ANNASTACIA PALASZCZUK MP 
Premier and Minister for Trade 

Ref:  
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Key timelines for the 2021 Premier’s Reading Challenge 
 

Dates Milestone 

w/c 27 April Online registrations open 

10 May Reading period starts for Prep – Year 9 students 

w/c 10 May  Launch event with Premier 

16 August Early childhood participation period starts 

21-27 August CBCA Children’s Book Week 

27 August Reading period finishes 

1 – 12 November Celebration Weeks 
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Briefing Note 
The Honourable Grace Grace MP 
Minister for Education 
Minister for Industrial Relations and 
Minister for Racing 

Action required: For Approval 

Action required by: 24 February 2021 

Urgent: Next Step is scheduled to commence in April 2021. 

SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF CORRESPONDENCE TO ENCOURAGE ARTICIPATION lN 
THE 2021 NEXT STEP SURVEY OF YEAR 12 COMPL S 

Summary of key objectives v 
o To seek the Minister's approval of the following communicafln : 

- mailed correspondence inviting Year 12 completefir/ 020 to participate in the Next 
Step survey (Attachment 1); 

— an email to school principals from the Next Sékbwiibox (Attachment 2); and 

- the use of the Minister’s electronic sigggon the correspondence and the release 
of the electronic signature to the Quee Government Statistician’s Office (QGSO) 
to enable distribution of the mailed Q . 

Key issues 

1. The Next Step survey of the p goal destinations of Year 12 completers is conducted 
annually by QGSO on beha e Department of Education (DoE), Independent Schools 
Queensland and the Que d Catholic Education Commission. 

2. The survey identifiewflial study and work destinations of all Queensland students 
who completed YeQ/ ast year. 

3. To promote str rticipation, a letter from the Minister is sent to all Year 12 completers 
requesting th articipation and providing instructions on how to complete the survey 
(Attachment 1). 

4. An email from the Minister is also sent to all school principals, seeking the assistance of 
schools to promote participation in the survey (Attachment 2). 

5. Maintaining high participation rates is important to ensure the reliability and validity of 
information obtained from the survey. Ministerial correspondence to Year 12 completers 
and school principals are key strategies to maximise participation rates. 

Financial implications 

6. The cost of printing and distributing the letters is included in the scheduled costs to 
undertake the survey fieldwork and is outlined in schedule 6 of the Memorandum of 
Understanding between DoE and QGSO (Attachment 3). 
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Legal implications 

7. Contact details for non-state school graduates are provided directly to QGSO from the 
Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority under the Statistical Returns Act 1896 
(the Act). This personaI information is never provided to DoE. 

8. Contact details for state school graduates are provided to QGSO from DoE. Personal 
information is not stored with survey responses. 

9. Schools and DoE require data from the Next Step survey to meet annual reporting 
requirements‘ Next Step survey data is also provided to the Australian Curriculum, 
Assessment and Reporting Authority for inclusion on the MySchooI website. 

10. Delays in commencing the QGSO fieldwork may impact reporting timelines‘ The Annual 
Reporting Policy for all Queens/and Schools requires Year 12 Next Step survey data to be 
published as part of school annual reporting by 30 September each fir. 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander impacts C) 
11. All Year 12 completers from 2020 are invited to participate in fig rvey, including students 

who identify as Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander. 

Human rights 
Qg 12. No human rights under the Human Rights A05? re limited by participation in the 

survey. 

13. Survey responses are de-identified. The i tion collected by the QGSO is protected 
by the Act. Data reporting conforms to st | standards to ensure that no individual can 
be identified from the data release al penalties apply to anyone who releases 
responses in a way that identifies a n. 

Background 

14. QGSO coordinates the pri nd mailing of the letters to approximately 50,000 Year 12 
completers from 2020. 

15‘ The survey fieldwoe/ygences in April with the mailing ofthe Ministerial letter to Year 12 
completersv 

16. Reports fromfidrvey are released to individual schools by the end of September and 
included in so o annual reports. 

17.A statewide summary report is published on the Next Step website at the end of 
September. 

18. In 2020, the survey was completed by more than 28,000 Year 12 completers, representing 
755% of the targeted group. 
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Briefing Note 
The Honourable Grace Grace MP 
Minister for Education 
Minister for Industrial Relations and 
Minister for Racing 

Action required: For Noting 

Action required by: 17 March 2021 

Urgent: The MySchool 2021 website public release by the Australian Curriculum, 
Assessment and Reporting Authority is scheduled for 17 March 2021 at 12.01 am 
Australian Eastern Daylight Time.

1 '\ 
SUBJECT: MYSCHOOL 2021 PUBLIC RELEASE — 17 MARCH g?) 
Summary of key objectives \ 
. For the Minister to note the release of the 2021 updfi-k) the Australian Curriculum, 

Assessment and Reporting Authority's (ACARA) S hoo/ website, scheduled for 
17 March 2021 at 12.01 am Australian Eastern D ime (AEDT). 

Key issues 

1. The 17 March 2021 MySchoo/ update willége: 
i 2020 school profile and populatic@, such as updated student enrolment and staff 

numbers; 

i 2019 school financial inforQQincluding capital expenditure and source of funding; 
and 

~ 2019 post-school des®%s (Victoria, Queensland, Western Australia and Australian 
Capital Territory o Iv 

2‘ A breakdown of Q’ is information will be presented in MySchooI is provided at 
Attachment 1. 

3. In addition, r are refreshes to existing 2019 senior secondary and Vocational 
Education and Training in Schools (VETiS) data to align with the 2020 schools list. 

4. The following data are out of scope for the MySchool 2021 update due to the impact of the 
COVlD-19 health pandemic: 

~ 2020 NAPLAN achievement, student progress and student gain; and 

~ 2020 student attendance for Semester 1 and Term 3. 

5. Caveats will be added to the NAPLAN and student attendance pages to explain why there 
is no data for 2020. 

6. ACARA will not be conducting any media briefings to coincide with the release of the 
MySchool 2021 update; however, an embargoed media release (Attachment 2) will be 
issued prior to release with the following messaging: 

‘ The MySchool website has been updated for 2021 with data including school profiles, 
school finance and post-school destinations. A refresh of data on 2019 senior secondary 
and VETiS has also been completed. 

— The cancellation of NAPLAN for May 2020 due to the COVlD-19 health pandemic 
means there is no refreshed NAPLAN data in the MySchool 2021 update. 
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School attendance data for 2020 has also not been published as the data was severely 
affected by the COVID-19 health pandemic due to the varying health advice and 
schooling arrangements across the country. 

Media implications 

7‘ In October and November 2019, The Courier-Mail published a range of league tables 
based on information from the MySchool website‘ This information was likely obtained 
(scraped) from the MySchool website. 

84 ACARA has implemented new strategies to prevent data scraping from MySchoo/ this 
year. While this may slow News Corp Media from accessing the data, it is unlikely to fully 
prevent it. 

9. As a result, The Courier-Mail is expected to run similar stories this year, staged over a 
number of months. Strategy and Performance has replicated The C rier-Mail‘s previous 
league tables using data from this latest release. 

— Best and worst resourced schools (based on student teachevatio); 
- Richest and poorest schools (based on total gross co 

' 
income over 2017, 2018 

and 2019); 

- Schools with highest average income per stude , d 

_ How much parents are forking out (based'QQ otal and average fees charged per 
student)‘ 

Q/Q‘ 10‘ Holding lines are provided at Attachmen 

11.A fast facts document about the MySchooI website update is provided at 
Attachment 8.

Q Best and worst resourced school h ols with hi h and low student-teacher ratios 

12. Student-teacher ratios ar ulated by dividing the total full-time equivalent (FTE) 
enrolment number by the teacher total sourced from the school profile page. 

13. Teaching staff are Y8 as those who spend the majority of their time in contact with 
students either i la es or on an individual basis, and are responsible for teaching a 
school curricu is can include teaching principals, deputy principals and senior 
teachers. T rs’ aides, teachers‘ assistants and specialiét support staff are 
categorised as on-teaching staff‘ 

14. The 2020 data shows that at a whole of state level, government schools have maintained 
or improved their student to teacher ratios between 2015 and 2020. All schools fall within 
expected class size limits. 

15. The state school with the highest reported overall student-teacher ratio is Walkamin State 
School with approximately 23 students per teacher‘ Walkamin State School is a small 
school with a total of 63 students and three teachers (2.8 FTE) (Attachment 3). 

16. The highest overall student-teacher ratio for non-state schools is the Australian Industry 
Trade College — Ipswich with 24 students per teacher. 

Richest and Poorest Schools — schools with hiqhest and lowest qross income 

17. Caution should be used when interpreting financial information on the MySchool website. 
Each state school in Queensland is unique, with a number of local factors and conditions 
affecting the amount of funding a school attracts. 
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18‘ Factors and conditions can include: 

i location; 

- composition of the student population (number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
students, non-English speaking, overseas or special needs students); 

— staffing needs; 

- types of programs offered; 

i number of enrolments; and 

— age and size of facilities. 

19‘ Schools with higher needs typically receive higher per-student funding, These include 
special schools, specific-purpose facilities (for example: hospital schools and detention 
centre units), remote schools and small schools. 

20‘ There are 17 state schools in the top 5O Queensland schools wi west combined gross 
income in 2017, 2018 and 2019 (Attachment 4a). As expect? are large schools with 
high enrolment numbers. 

21. The top five funded schools showing their cumulative f fig over the three years—2017, 
2018 and 2019 are: Q 
— Varsity College with $1297 million (ranked $83279 enrolments); 

~ Tagai State College with $127.1 million @ed ninth, 1524 enrolments); 

— Kelvin Grove State College with $1 
‘ 
lion (ranked twelfth, 3414 enrolments); 

i Brisbane State High School wit .6 million (ranked thirteenth, 3184 enrolments); 
and 

— Chancellor State College v®$1172 million (ranked fourteenth, 3123 enrolments). 

22. Government schools with west level of funding over the last three financial years are 
all small schools (Alta t 4b)‘ The lowest five are 

— Hayman Island Q; School with $0275 million (six enrolments); 

— Ropeley St ool with $0.311 million (four enrolments); 

— Grossmor%fate School $0.317 million (two enrolments). 

— Prairie State School with $0.334 million (five enrolments); and 

— Bymount East State School with $0.337 million (six enrolments). 

Schools with hiqhest averaqe income per student 

23. Government schools comprise 47 of the top 50 schools with the highest average gross 
income per student in 2019 (Attachment 5). As expected, schools with highest income 
per student comprise special schools and small schools. 

24. The top five are: 

— Barrett Adolescent Centre Special School with $204,450 per student (six enrolments); 
- Grosmont State School with $158,503 per student (two enrolments); 

— Narbethong State Special School with $140,428 per student (54 enrolments); 

— Stonehenge State School with $127,256 per student (three enrolments); and 

- Maidavale State School with $117,565 per student (three enrolments). 
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Schools with hiqhest parent contribution fees and charqes 

25. There are no state schools listed in the top 50 for highest fees, charges or parental 
contributions to schools (Attachment 7). 

26‘ The top five state schools were: 

— Kelvin Grove State College with $53 million (overall ranked 93, $1543 per student); 

— Indooroopilly State High School with $4.8 million (ranked 102, $2291 per student); 

~ Varsity College with $3.4 million (ranked 137, $1046 per student); 

— Queensland Academy for Science, Mathematics and Technology with $2.9 million 
(ranked 155, $3486 per student); and 

— Cairns State High School with $2.8 million (ranked 160, $1720 per student)‘ 

274 Parental costs for these top five state schools were predominantltg’ to funds received 
for full-fee paying international students‘ payments for stude s attend international 
programs or overseas trips and for school camps and excurs'on . 

28. All contributions to a Queensland state school are volunt any parent can decline to 
contribute at any time. 

29. On the MySchooI website, fees, charges and paren ributions can include: 

i money received for Student Resource Sch {ties 
— money coming in for school excursions' Q~ 
— money received for sporting activitiQ equipment; and 

— money for international progra tudents. 

Human rights 

30. No human rights undert wan Rights Act 2019 are limited by the publishing of the 
MySchoo/2021 update 

Background Q/v 
31.ACARA first r®éd MySchoo/ on 28 January 2010 at www.myschool.edu.aul. 

includes 12 years of NAPLAN testing, 11 years of financial data MySchool 00%|: 
(2009 to 201 ), detailed school information displayed through the school profile 
and information about local communities. 

32. A data release on MySchool by ACARA in November 2020 included: 

— senior secondary outcomes for 2019; 

- VETiS enrolments and course completions for 2019; and 

— recalculation of 2014 to 2019 Language Background Other Than English (LBOTE) 
values on the school profile page. 

33. The MySchool website provides information that supports national transparency and 
accountability of Australia's schools through publication of nationally consistent 
school~level data. It complements other reporting measures aimed at ensuring schools 
and school systems are accountable to parents and to the broader community. 

34. MySchool allows for comparisons of NAPLAN results for schools with students from 
statistically similar backgrounds using socio-educational attributes. 
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Briefing Note 
The Honourable Grace Grace MP 
Minister for Education 
Minister for industrial Relations and 
Minister for Racing 

Action required: For Noting 

Action required by: 28 January 2021 

Urgent: Early Childhood and Education chapters of the Report on Government 
Services 2021 will be released on 2 February 2021. 

SUBJECT: REPORT ON GOVERNMENT SERVICES 2021 

C? Summary of key objectives v 
~ That the Minister note the Queensland results in th Mmonwealth Productivity 

Commission’s Report on Government Services 2021 (R — chapters 3 and 4. 

Key issues \gg/ 
1. Generally, Queensland‘s performance remains éq stent with previous years and in line 

with expectations. 

2. Noteworthy issues (flagged in consult ith the Department of the Premier and 
Cabinet) are provided at Attachme and include the Department of Education's 
response to identified areas for im$nent 

3‘ Compared to other states and t i s, the report shows for Queensland: 
— although not directly co Ie, higher rates of notifications of serious incidents and 

confirmed breaches in childhood services‘ 

Providers may no ‘f relatively high number of serious incidents for the following 
reasons: 

o regular Wm; by the Regulatory Authority; 
o robust comprehensive reponing mechanisms; 
o overly cautious reporting procedures where the notification of a serious incident 

does not necessarily meet the prescribed threshold of seriousness; 
o unique child cohorts and service circumstances; and 

o actual poor health and safety practices (when poor practice is identified via 
notification appropriate regulatory action is taken). 

Recorded breaches result from substantiated non-compliance with the National Law 
or Regulations. Not all breaches represent a risk to children's health, safety or 
wellbeing. They may reflect minor or technical infringements such as a failure to display 
prescribed information, or more serious matters such as a failure to ensure adequate 
supervision. A higher number of confirmed breaches could also result from increased 
monitoring of services; 

— lower level of state government real recurrent expenditure on early childhood 
education and care; 

- generally higher levels of vulnerability in prep-aged children against the Australian Early Development Census; 
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— fewer school leavers fully engaged: 558% in 2020 compared with the National figure 
of 632%; and 

— fewer students who meet the requirements of a Year 12 certificate or equivalent: 
61% in 2019, down from 84% in 2018. 

Note: Queensland’s 2019 cohonf of Year 12 completers (known as the half Prep cohort) 
was much smaller than usual due to a change in the school starting age introduced in 
2007' When compared as a proportion of the eligible population, this resulted in a 
temporary drop in the attainment rates for 2019. 

4. The report also includes a number of positive findings: 
— Queensland parents pay lower out-of-pocket costs (after subsidies) for preschool 

(Kindy), as a proportion of weekly disposable income, than mostjurisdictions; 
— in 2018, Queensland was ranked second in the proportion o students attaining 

Proficient Standard in National Assessment Program — Scien racy; and 
— in 2019, Queensland was ranked equal second with New So ales behind only the 

Australian Capital Territory for the proportion of student ta ing Proficient Standard 
in National Assessment Program — Civics and Citize 

' 
teracy. 

5. A number of these performance issues are detailed in s mission to Cabinet scheduled 
for 27 January 2021‘ 

Qg/ 
Media implications and opportunities & 

and education data in the report is not 
'on. There has been minimal interest when 

6. As in previous years, the release of early 
expected to generate significant media 
the report was released over recent y 

rt, media holding lines (Attachment 2) have been 
e any media enquiries. 

7. In anticipation of the release of th r 
prepared should the departme 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

performance for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
ppropriate, commentary on noteworthy issues is included in 

8. The report disaggreg 
Queenslanders. WhQ/ Attachment1. \/ 

Human rights 

9. The report complies with the Human Rights Act 2019. 

Background 

10. RoGS 2021 examines the performance of all state and territory governments across a 
range of social services, including health, education, justice and community servicesv 

11‘ Chapters 3 and 4 report performance information about the equity, effectiveness and 
efficiency of government-funded early childhood and school education in Australia. 

12. The 2021 report will be publicly released in stages between 20 January and 2 February 
2021. Chapters 3 and 4 will be publicly released on 2 February 2021. 
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